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<BPISTLE 


ELLIS 
4 TR ii bara thus "a to 
BE ingage agains} Preexiſtence , 1 
iP preſume. not a few will be apt to &e- 
BR marid the Reaſon of it : And though 
- PI to ſatisfie the inquiſitive in this Cir- 
cumſlance, be not very materiate;yet becauſe it will ſtand 
me. but in little trouble, I ſhall not refuſe the doing it. 
' The Prinapal cauſe then, of my claſhing thus open- 
h with Preexiſtence,was for that(in my apprehenſion) 
it : femed Eccentrick unto Verity, and I could never 
deem it any thing elſe but a foment and an Error ;, 
| and I houed net to fee, what TI reputed a fable and 
Impoſture, Travel ſo confidently through the World, 


and every where vaunt it ſelf for a genuine Truth,and 
A 2 exact 


E.” A SADAR. ry 
| ih Javegr DET n/Onle Gels 
' and afſent, which is due alone to veracious Principles ; 
but muſt needs be queſtioning the Legitimacy thereof, 
ond lifting up the Skirts of its' painted Tail to ſhewit 
' wasa counterfeit. As many bog and flurdyMendicants, 
who pretend themſelves to be Pirfons of Quality, upon 
ftrit Examination are found but diſſembling Vagrants ; 
ſo I was half perſwaded,zhat if this Opinion, which Apes 
and Perſonates the Generofity of Truth, were thr 
fifted jt would appear mo better than a Cheat: and Fg 
lasy : And fomething I have done to prowe i eb: 
Tis confeſt I might have been as Pradeatgsf Thad 
kept theſe Lines in ſecret, and never permitted then to 
bave ſeen the. Light , unleſs of thoſe Flames which 
fhoull have Conſumed them : But being tempted a 
little to make them Publique, it was my Weakneſs to 
be overcome ; and niwit is to9 late to Repemt,jt is my 
Fig Care to Refs "wil not. 
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PRAEXISTENCE, &c. 


——_— 


CHAT. L 


1. The time of the Souls firſt emergencie out 
of nothing, - doubtfull, and incognoſcible. 
2, Three different Conjefures about it. 3, The 
Authors method in diſcourſing againſt Praex- 
iſtence. 4. The Hypotheſis ofit lated, and 
explained. 


AS Mongſt the dubious Theories, fo 
22 hotly diſputed by the Sophies of 
| the World, the time of humane 
Souls production, is not the mean- 
EY} ct: That they had a beginning, is 

Se 1 Truth of Mathematical certi- 
tude, and de”onſtrable by the ſoundeſt reaſons ; 
but when they were educed out of non entitic, is a 

Probleme though fiercely debated, not ſatisfactorily 
reſolved 3 nor.mdeed (conlidering the darkneſs, and 
perplexity of it, ) can we _— to have it clcared up 

to 
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to our apprehenfions in this life, by the moſt painfull 
Jucubrations; the head of flimy Nile is not fo recon- 
dite and occult, nor of half fo difficult inveſtigation, 
as the time of Souls firſt immigration into being ; fuch 
craſs and pitchy Clouds of ſecrecte obnubilate and 
hide it , that the moſt ſagacious and quick-fighted 
mortal ( have he never ſuch Lyxcear eyes) mult not 
pretend to penetrate them, and deſcrie the veiled 
myſteriez fo that unleſs it be revealed by a 7p na 
an audible yoice from heaven, or proclaimed by a 
winged Herald, from the Pallace of the great Þ E- 
HOVAH; wemuſtutterly deſpair of knowing it, 
till death ſhall amplifie our ſcience, and make us moye 
intelligent; . this the profoundeſt of the Latin Theol#+ 
giſts was ſenſible of 3 and therefore having-wearied 
himſelf, in exploring the time, when Souls iſſued 
into life, he refign'd his fruitleſs diſquifitions, and'was 
content to be a Sceptick in reference to the theorem ; 
concluding that as underſtanding it, was no eſſential 
unto happineſs ; ſo ignorance of it, would. infer no 
danger. Non eſt periculum ſt origo anime lateat, dum 
redemptio clareat, St. Aug. Epiſt. 157. 

2. But though the time of our Souls firſt inveſti- 
ture, with life and being , cannot preciſely be deſir'd 
by any, yet it is fairly conjectured at by divers, 

Some hold the Souls of men, are of a later exiſtence 
than their bodies; and that thoſe being firſt made fit 
for organization, they are afterwards, at once created 
and infusd intothemz according to that known tra- 
dition ; axima creande infunditur, & infundends cre- 
ay. X 
Others opine they are coeteneons-with theſe flefbly 
machins, and conceive that together with them, they 
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are propagated by certain ſeminal excreſcencies, aod 
prolifique emanations, derived from the Parents 
Souls; and that they are thus produced by way of fz- 
rification , by trifling and obſtreperous arguments, 
they would prove unto the credulous, 

Others fetch their riſe a great deal higher, and give 
their origin a far earlier date, they make them coewal 
with the Angels, and tell us they were once copart- 
ners with them in their glories; till unfortunately 
{liding from the zthereall Paradiſe, they turn'd poor 
Pilgrims upon earth 3 and thus the Platoniſts rant it, 
bearing the World in hand, that their etlences did 
not then commence, when they became incarnate, 
and by inviſible Fetters were chained to theſe bulks 
of fleſh; but that they were born together with the 
Univerſe, and had ſpent ſome Ages, in the purer ha- 
bitable parts thereof, before they ſtoop'd to vilit, 
theſe obſcure and duikic Regions. 

3. This is that Romantick dogmatilm we are to 
enquire into; and to the end its precariouſneſs, and 
falſitie, may the better be deteCted, I ſhall Firſt, pro- 
pound and explicate the Hypotheſis it ſelf; Secondly, 
refell the chiefeſt Arguments, alledged in confirmation 
of it 3 and Thirdly, object the moſt weighty Excepti- 
oxs againlt it. 

4. As tothe Hypotheſgs, it runs thus 3 that the Souls 
of men, did not then firſt fallie forth from the pro- 
found Abyſs of nothing , whea they began to ani- 
mate theſe lumps of Clay, and were confined to their 
carthly Tenements; but exiſted long before in a di- 
vine and bleſſed ſtate, conſtipated with various privi- 
ledges, and beſet on all ſides with unparalleld felicity, 
till at length being cloyed with the Joyes of Heaven, 

B 2 they 
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they longed for corporeal pleaſures; and did'not'only 
give way tothe ſoft and gentler vibrations of them, 
and imbibe them in allowed meaſures, and- proporti- 
ons; but grew inordinate admirers of them, and with 

tuo lax defires,and unbridled appetites;rioted on their 

luſcious ſuavities, to a raſh tranſilience of the bounds 
of temperance ; and this was it which made them mi- 

ſcrable; their immoderate ingurgitation of animal 

complacencies, drinking deep of-that Circean, and 

intoxicative Cup, they took aſurfet, fell ſick, and died 

to their- Czleſtial happineſs; the poiſonous ſteams. 
which roſe from that accurſed Hanmer, they had too 

frankely drunk of, ſoon ſtruck them with a fatall diz-- 
zineſs, and made them: topple from their primeval 
glory, into a lower and leſs happy ſtation; for having 

ſtain'd their ſpotleſs Efſences, by the love and practice 

of' impure delights, a great diſharmony befell.their 

nature; their vital aptitude to their firſt refined ve- 

hicles, forthwith decayed; their vigorous reaſon. was 

bound'up and ſtupefi'd , and they themſelves made 

quite incapable of an #thereal-life: And. being thus 
ncapacitated'to live above, and drivento relinquiſh 

their native habitation; they wandered in the ſearch 
of courſer matter, which might. make them bodies 
congruous to their polluted beings : Now as many- of 
theſe naked-vagrants (ſo they may be'call'd, being 

ſtripped of their Czleſtial bodies) as chaneed,to de> 

ſcend within the Atmoſphere of this Terreſtrial globe z 

and ſtill continued to degenerate, ſoking themſelves 

in ſenfuality , are ſuppoſed in tra&t of time , to loſe 

the uſe of their reaſon, and-then of their ſenſes too; 

which for a time(while the rational powers lie cram 


ed, and benummed with a deadly fopor) are thou 


to, 
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to concern themſelves in ation, till at laſt being 
tir'd out,. with violent and affiduous exerciſe, they 
likewiſe fall aſleep, leaving the forlorn, and drowzy 
Souls, to the condutt of the Spirit of Natare; and this 
is ſo much their friend, that it will not permit them 
to lodge for ever.in a ſtate of ſilence; but as oft as it 
meets with fit a —— hold of their 
laſtick, parts , which are invigorgged immediately up- 
ag okicn of. the Coſy faculties ; — 
them into carnal bodies, and intombs the half dead 
Creatures, in theſe living Sepulchres :. And this their 
tragical detrufion into earthly vehicles, like bifront- 
ed Jars, wears a double afpe&t; for as it may be 
reckoned a ſeyere correction of their immortallities, 
in the przexiſtent ſtate; ſo it may be counted a fignal 
favour to them. for hereby they are licens'd to try 
their fortunes in-this infertour: World , and to return 
from whence they fell, it they induſtriouſly ſtrive to. 
dol1t.. - 
Thus have I briefly depainted the Hypotheſis of Pre- 
exiſtence, and think in Its genuine coloyrs, and pro 
portions 3 I ſhall now dip my Pencill Skin, and go 


[I 
on to pourtray-the principal Arguments, urged.to au- 
thenticate it ; ſubneCting_ reſpettive confutations to 


each of. them. 


No PRAEEXISTENCE, 
EHa?, IL 

1. Thefirſt Argument for Preexiſtence, drawn from 

the nature of Divine Goodneſs, 2. GODS 

Goodnels though infinite, not alwayes Aflive 

of what is beſt , becauſe ſubjeti to the Regiment 

of his Will. 3. This ſubjeftion proved from 

Scripture. 4. From the late Creation of the 

World; 5. And the reſtriction of the Law, 

to the Jewiſh Nation. 6, From the ſerotinous 

Advent of CHRIST. 7, The Perpetuity of 

| Hell. 8. And''the lapſe of Humane Souls, if 
they Precxiſted. 


[. Hey ghat preſent the world with heterodoxess 
anMyould have their ſpecious errors, paſs 
for facred and infallible Truths; dreſs them; up as 
wellas theycan, in the habit of Verity, how abſo- 
nous ſoever they be from it 3 and are very anxious to 
confirm their vafrous Doctrine, by fucoug or coloura- 
ble reaſons ; which may be as ſo many Statumina or 
ſure fulciments, to ſuſtain and ſhore up its ruent cre- 
ditz andhere the Preexiftertiaries arenowhit behind 
hand 3 for the wild Tenet they aſlert, they ſtrive to 
eſtabliſh by ſeveral Allegations; to encounter and 
enervate which is now my Province. 
frg., TheFirſt then, and 1n truth the ſtrongeſt Argu- 
- ment 


_— * 
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ment; they preſs to militate in their quarrell , and 
maintain their opinion , is the Soveraign and redun- 
dant Goodweſs of the ALMIGHTY , . which they 
hold is ſtritly obliged by its own nature, ever to ac- 
complith thod things that are beſt; and to communi- 
cate it ſelf to all Creatures, in meaſures adxquate to 
their largeſt dimenſions, and capacities: Now the 
Souls of men, being capable of exiltence, long before 
they- were veſted with this groſs corporeityz and it 
being beſt for chem to have exiſted, long before that 
time; hence it inevitably follows, that they did fo. 


2. That GOD is infinitely Good; is a poſition Confat 


as true as himſelf, nor can he that is furnifht with the 
reaſon. of a man, offer to diſpute it; for he is eyony 
«z«=$r, the Prince and ſelf originated Good : Good- 
xeſc conſtitutes his very Deity, making him to be him- 
ſelf; for could' he be arrayed with all his other Attri- 
butes, ſeparate-and abſtratt from this 3 they would 
be ſo far from denominating him a GOD, that he 
would be but a- prodigious Feind , and plenipotenti- 
7 Devil : *Fis Gooduck that is the Head and Glory 
of His perfect Eſſence; and therefore when ſes 


importuned him for a Viſion of his Glory, he ingaged Exod. 
to diſplay his Goodneſs to him : But granting him to 33: '5 


be thus tranſcendently and Eſſentially GOOD yet 
that he muſt therefore be fatally neceffitated, to do 
c_ the beſt things; isno natural deduQtion from 
the Conceſſion; no more than it is to averr, he muſt 
alwayes be working the moſt ſtupendious Miracles, 
becauſe he is omnipotent; indeed by reaſon of the 
perfeQion of his Goodneſs, he can do nothing fave 
what is Good; and by vertue of the Infinity of the 
ſame, it ijsas natural tq him to ſhed abroad his Good» 


nels, 
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neſs; as it is to the Sun to ray forth his-light, or the 
Fire to diffuſe its heatz but that he alwayes* does 
what is beft, and ſo.can do no more good than he 
aCtually does, is hugely improbable-; for it is cbvi- 
ous to any indifferent underſtanding , that there is 
ſome thing in GOD, 'which in many .caſes reftrains 
the aCtivity of his Goodnels, and ſuſpends its effici- 
ency of divers things, that otherwiſe might be done, 
and if done would be incomparably good; and this 
coercive principle is undoubtedly his.-#il/: For theſe 
two; the #411, and Goodneſs of GOD, have a mutu- 
al, and reciprocal agency upon each other z and as 
his Goodnels fo far influenceth the Prxdominance of 
his Will, as to incline it alwayes to noble Atchiev- 
ments; ſo his Will again fo far controlls the exube- 
rance of his Goodneſs, as to_ſcleQ the enterpriſes, in 
compleating of which ( pretermitting..all 'others , 
though perhaps more excellent) it ſhallexpend it ſelf. 
And this Supremacy of the Will, over the Goodneſs 
of the Divine Nature, may be niade out, both by 
Scripture, and other forcible Evidences. | 

3.. For to this agrees that Paragraph of the Pſalmiſt, 
Pſal. 135. 6. Whatſoever the LORD pleaſed, that did 
he in Heaven, and in Earth, in the Seas, and all Deep 
places : Not thoſe things that were ſimply, and fuper- 
latively beſt in themſelves, were — to paſs ; but 
thoſe that he plea'ed ; ſuch as his Wiſdom approved, 
and his Will appointed to be done: And parallel to 
this, we find another Text, St. Matt. 20. 15. 1s it not 
Lewfull for me, to do what Twill with mine own 2 A plain 
intimation, that the exertions of GODS Goodneſs, 
are not Phyſical and neceſlary; but. ſpontaneous and 
arbitrary 3 and that he hath' power. to dilpence, = 
With» 
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with-hold, to dilate or contract the gratuitous colla- 
tions of his favour, as he thinks meet 3. and very re- 
markable-it js, that at the ſame time when he owned 
Goodneſs for the Glory of his nature unto 4/sſes, he 
proclaimed of himſelt; 7 will be gracious, to whom I Exod, 
will be gracious. Thereby aſluring us, that the exhi- 33: 1 
bitions of his Goodneſs, are entirely dependant on his 
Will ; and that notwithſtanding he is infinitely Good, 
he can expreſs his benevolence as he thinketh fit ; and 
is not bound alwayes to apporrtion the effuſions of it, 
tothe fulleſt amplitude, and capaciouſneſs of created 
Recipients (which in-reference to them is beſt) but 
may ampliate, or abate the ſame, according to his 
own beneplaciture. . 

4. This is farther indigitated,by the /ate produtior 
of the World: For were it neceſlary for GOD to do 
alwayes what is beſt, and not free for him to do 
what he will 3 how comes it to paſs that the World is 
not yet (according to uſual computation) full Seven 
thouſand years old, whereas it might have ſtood as 
many Ages? If any to wade the dint of this objeQi- 
on, ſhall fix its initial period higher, and perſwade 
that the ſtory of the Creation, Jeſcribed by Xoſes in 
the beginning of his Pentateuch, relates only to the 
ſublimary World, and this terreſtrial Planet, which 
was then firſt made habitable and peopled ; but that 
the great Univerſe was longer livd, and muſt have its 
Nativity calculated by an earlier Epoch : This will 
ſgnitie very little; for (till the Argument will be the 
ſame; and admitting the Univerſe were Created ne- 
ver ſo ſoon, yet the ſame queſtion will recurr; why 
was it not produced ſooner ? For fince theearlieſt ex- 
iſtence we can afligu it, is'beſt for it; if it be fatal to 

C GODS 
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GOD'S Goodnefs, todoalwayes that which is beſt ; 
why did this glorious frame .of bodies, and the multi- 
genes Creatures extant- in the ſame, ſlcep ſo long in: 
he Lap of nothing, before they, were awakened intos 
heing? Certainly if Exs and Boxwn be convertibles, 
and if it be good to bezthen it is better that the Machin: 
of the World (fo omnjmodouſly auguſt and fplended, 
and fo. pregnant with accompliſht pulchritude: and 
harmony,) and. the goodly beings therein contained,. 
(which are as ſo many Edype, dim ſhadows, and dark. 
reſemblances of GOD'S Archetypal perfeions, as; 
ſtawped with lively fignatures of his Attributes) it is 
better I ſay, that theſe ſhould be, than »ot be; and:ifi 
this Poſition be true of.them now, it was-as true con»: 
ceraing them Millions of- ages before they. were : 
Wie efoge did they notthen aftyally exiſt ?- and. 
why did that Ideal fecundity, (preſumed ta todgein; 
the Divine Iotelle&,) torbearſo long to ſprout farth; 
and flourifly into real Entities? Nothing - could: inv- 
pead this, but the dominion of GOD'S Will over his: 
Goodneſs, and the. power it hath to check-and.re- 
ſtrain the difluſiveneſs of 1t.. 
5. And: that it hath- ſuch a power, is farther appa+ 
rent from the patefaTion of the Law, but to one ſingle- 
People, namely. the Jews : For when the Majeſty. of 
Heaven, ſtoopt to the Pzdagogy of: Mortals, and:un+ 
dertook to imbue their minds, with the-principles of! 
Mortallity, and toinſtill into ther: an excellent Reli- 
g10nz (fuch was the Law delivered in Sinei, though: 
the. duties. of it were circumſtantiated with-ſervile : 
Rites, and a diſcipline operous-and irkſome;) he did: 
not, congregrate the whole Poſterity of. Adem toge=- 
ther, , p-4 his Will pronuſcuouſly-to them all, 


and 
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andinditehis ſtatutes for them in their refpeQive Lan- 
apes, that ſo they might underſtand and keep them 3 
but he withdrew into the unfrequented Deſert of 4ra- 
bis, and there in an obſcure place, remote from the 
notices of the World, by the preconization of An- 
gels, he publiſhed his holy Edits to a few thouſands 
of People , the affticted progeny of Heber, Now 
| appeal to any competent Judge 3 if it had not been 
zofinitely better, that G OD ſhould have apertly dil- 
penſt his Ordinances to all mankind, and have ſealed 
the truth and exce)ience of them, by mirificous tokens 
from above, ſo that they could not but have accepted 
them, for the Canon of their lives; than to have com- 
-mitted them only unto I#ael, in ſo private and clancu- 
lar a manner : 'Tis confeſt , they were impowred to 
Proſelite thoſe of all Nations, that would conform to 
their Law, and to adopt them into a participation of 
their Religious Priviledges: But though this was a 
mercy unto Aliens and Exoticks, yet nothing compa- 
table to what the publication of the Law to them 
would have bcen: For whereas by this contrivance, 
very few Gentiles were won from their Ethmiſciſme, 
to an aſſociation in theJewiſh mode of Worſhip;had the 
Law been openly proclaimed to them, they would all 
(tis like) have received it with as much alacrity, and 
obſerved it with as great fidelity, as ever the claudi- 
cant and ficcle Hebrews did; for as many as ſhould 
have been Auditors, and ſpe@tators of its delivery, 
being ewiuny, Or inſtruted from heaven;mult needs 
have yielded:; if not a prompt obedience to its injun- 
Qions, yet an unanimous aſſent to the equity and wor- 
thineſs of the ſame : And they hereby recommending 
them to their Children; - they again totheirs, anc 
2 io 
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fo on ſucceſſively : The whole World would have 
been generally tenacious of, and many every where 
obſequious to, thoſe venerable Inſtitutes; till the Mo- 
ral part of them had been reinforced, and the Cere- 
monial antiquated by rhe induction ofa better axcono- 
my. Since therefore the Law , had it been exhibited 
to all Nations, would probably have found a free and 
Univerſal reception, and have proved of fingular ad- 
vantage to them; the divine Goodneſs, were it al- 
wayes neceſlarily effective of the ſl things ; ſhould 
not have cloiſtered it up in the Cuſtedy of a few 
Tribes, but rather have openly commonſtrated it,. to 
all the Families of the Earth; and propoſed it with 
awakening pomp and awfull ſolemnities, to their 
{ſtricteſt obſervation. But now that this was not done; 
is tobe imputed ſolely to G O D'S Will, which laid a 
reſtraint upon his Goodneſs in the cafe; and made 
| him partial in communicating his mind unto his Crea- 
tures; cauſing him to chooſe the Jewiſh Congregation, 
for the depoſitary of his Gracles, though with the prae- 
terition of the whole World befides ; nor can their 
aſſumption into that Prerogative, be deemed the re- 
fult of any thing elſe but GOD'S free Will, which 
inclined his Goodneſs to Elect them, to ſuch an eximi- 
ous mercy 3 they had nothing to condecorate, and ſet 
them off in his foht more than others: No inherent 
worth or peculiar merit, that might attra@ this ſignal 
favour, (or if in point of Vertue they did ſurpaſs their 
neighbours, GOD gave them that tranſcendeney, 
_ if he had wild 1t, all people ſhould have been 
their Peers; and therefore his pleaſure, here checkt his 
Goodneſs alſo, and made the difference) only he loved 
them (Dents7.) and for that cauſe, choſe them to ſuch 
an 
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an.eminent bleſſing; and the reaſon why other Nati- 
onsſhared not in it is, becauſe he loved them not ſo 
well; and he loved them not ſo well, becauſe he would 
not : HisWi// obſtructed the effluxes of his Goodneſs 
towards them, in ſuch a rare inſtance of mercy, as the 
alarming them out of their Gentiliſm, by the cbucci- 
nation of his Counſels to them, 

6. Another Argument of the Sovoraignty of GOD'S 
Will, over his Goodneſs ; is his timeing the Meſſzah's 
Nativity, and bringing it tO paſs not in the Worlds in- 
ſancy, or adoleſcence, but in' ig#my my imger, (Heb. 1, 
1.) In itsdeclining Age or grandzvity 3 but how this 
ſhould be beſt, _ moſt conducent to the happineſs of 
Mankind, is to mea Myſtery ; for before CHRISF 
the *9o9940-, or Morning-Starr, aroſe in the Hxmi- 
ſphere of this preſent World ; we know. a palpable 
Jicknok "oat wes” the greateſt part of it; a piceous 
Cloud of Error and Ignorance circumtected it ; and 
where the beams of divine Truth ſhone brighteſt,they 
yielded but a kind of diluculurr, a faint and glimmer-" 
ing light : To throw abroad the open day, was to be 
his work, who is the Sur of Righteouſneſs. Herein con- 
fiſted. a chief part of his Prophetick, Office, in that he 
was. to repleniſh the Earth with a pure knowledge, 
and the glorious diſplaies of Evangelical verities z in 
that he was to be the Expoſitor of his Fathers Will, 
and the Diſpenſer of his mind, and the great wvmy»ys, 
or wiſe Interpreter of Heavens Secrets andtherefore 
he is Stiled the Connſeller, the Light of the World, the 
Word, the Way and the Truth, the great Prophet, and the 
like. Now the World being inveloped: with caligi- 
nous ſpiſſitudes,before the Incarnation of CHRIST ; 
and theſe denſe opacities, being not to be diſpe}led - Il 

Is: 
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his-coming; becauſe it was reſerved for him 'as a 
principal piece of his Prophetick fuwd@ion (as I have 
noted) to lighten the benighted World , and irradi- 
ate the minds of men with his luminous Doftrines.; 
[Who that is Maſter of his own .reaſon, will not con- 
.clude.it had been much better, that the Son of GOD 
had been. incarnate ſoozer, and had afſumed .an hu- 
mane body in the Primitive Ages; that ſo being fitted 
to converſe with men, he -might have difated chat 
perfet Law-unto them; the publiſhing of which was 

one main end of his exinanition, as'the trite diverb 
goes, bis dat, qui cito dat, he duplicates his bounty, 
that imparts it ſpeedily : Which if it hath any alliance 
with Truth, fairly intimates that if -G OD had acce- 
lerated the Birth of his Son, and diſpenſed his Goſpel 
in the Worlds Juvenility ; he ſhould hereby have 
added, confiderably to the Magnitude of the benefit, 
and inhanced the mercy to an high pitch of optimacy, 
which was quite loſt by its tedious dilation, and tax- 
dous accompliſhment. And fince GOD might thug 
have ingrandized the blefling of the Goſpel, by an 
earlier miflion of his Sox to Preach the fame; and fo 
have amplified the fignal mercy of our LORD'S Na. 
tivity, but did not ; hence it is evident, that his Good- 
neſs in exerting it ſelf, is not tied to obſerve the 0r3. 
geniſts rule, of doing alwayes what is beſt ; but rather 
that it adts perpetually, in an even and harmonical 
compliance with the divine Will ; and diffuſeth it ſelf 
in larger or leſſer proportions, as that permits'or com- 
mands: Nor know I what could prorogue and hin- 
der the appearance of CHRIST, till within theſe 
Seventeen hundred years; except GOD'S volition 
of it, and the prevalence of his Will above = 

Cood- 
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Goodneſs, determining. it” ſhould be, no fooner:. 
If it brurged as a neceſlary Rewora of his Advent; 
that-there were ſundry. Przdidions, indigitating and 
pointing out the time of his coming ; and therefore he 
was bound to ſtep into the World, juſt: when he did, 
that theſe might. not be fallifyed and eluded. It may 
be Anſwered ; that theſe Prophecies were-Penned, 
long after the time of our. SA.V IO URS Incarnation, 
was pitchtupon and'prehixed -. And being thus conſe- 
quent to-GOD'S immutable deſignation , of that 
happy juncture of: time, in which his Son was to be 
revealed:- They. cannot: properly be ſaid to prevent 
and: ſtave it.off, but only. to przmonſtrate it; As an 
Aſtronomerspradiding an Eclypſe.to happen the next 
year, . isno cauſe why it does not fall out before; but 
only a Prognoſtication ofithe futurity of the:accident, 
winch.would have been atthe-ſame time, though he 
had never 'fore-ſhown it; So'the prznunciations of. 
our REDEEMER'S- Birth, were not the cauſe why. 
it was'no ſooner, but only przindications of its future 
completion; which: happened no whit'the later for 
theſe: For. GOD. firft: punctually: defined when his 
Nativity. ſhould'be 3 and then Prophefied obiit; adapr- 
ing his przdidions to a juſt coincidence with ittSo thag 
though the: Meffiah could:not polibly viſit the World. 
ſooner, than it was foretold he ſhould 3 becauſetheſe 
Prophecies' were made to relate, tothe real time-of 
his Advent; yet they. were not.cauſal;of bis fo long; 
demurre;foralmuch as they were inſpired and dehyets 
ed, long: after the: period of his bleſſed Birth, was 
ſtatedand fore-ordained by omniſcient Providence. . 
But admit it were> yielded, that CHRIST de-- 
fired his profeQion from the. Father meerly upon the- 
- ACCOUNT: 
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account of theſe Prxdidtions, and'thatifor the yerifi- 
cation of them , he was Incarnate in' igawr.75r xebjoy, 
( 1 Pet. 1.20.) intheſe laſt times: Yettill his Chro4 
ical abſence, will nevertheleſs be imputed wholly to 
the divine Will, becauſe it extended theſe premoni- 
tions of his Advent ſo far, and drew them out to ſuch 
a length 5 whereas it might as well have limited them 
to a ſhorter trad of time, and made the complement 
of them &ynchronal with the Birth of JESUS, (fo 
that it need not have claſhed with Heavens veracity ) 
though it had anticipated that, which proved the time 
of its event by many Ages. 

To ſum up all in a few words : It had been beſt for 
the Sons of men, that the LORD JESUS ſhould 
have been manifeſted mach ſooner than he was; and 
therefore the detainment of him ( procured only by 
the divine Will) clearly evinceth,, that the Goodneſs 
of GOD acts ſubordinately to his Will; and: not 
according to its own infinite plenitude and fertility ; 
For then the rich and Cardinal mercy of CHRIST'S 
Incarnation, ſhould have been conſummated ſooner , 
a ſpeedier completion of it, being moſt conſonous to: 
the nature of the Divine bounty, it it alwayes does 
what is beſt. 

7. A farther confirmation yet of this Truth ; that 
the Will of GOD prelides over his Goodneſs, '{o 
that it cannot alwayes do what is beſt 5 -may be'bor- 
rowed from the'perpetnity of Hell; ;and the intermina-. 
bleneſs of thoſe tortures, 'which after this life, ſhall 
inceſſantly 'vex the Impious : For had the penalties of 
mens fins here, been rated by pure Goodneſs, free and 
uncontrolled by any other Principle; it is not proba- 
ble that they ſhould have been mulited by an eternal 
calamity, 
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' calamity, the obleQations of them being ſo tranſient 
and fugitive :-But ſince 'defa&s,-it is ſo z this convin- 
\Cingly argues that the Goodneſs of GOD was not 
left tor it ſelf in meting out-the punitive ſorrews of 
-delinquent Spirits:3 but-by the authority of his Will, 
was lead to a-permiſlion-of the extreamelt ſeyeriticy 
-upon them , and made to give 'way'to their eter- 
nal ſufferings. This black and rucfullPhznomenon of 
Providence, ſo plunged the great Origen, and ſeemed 
*ſo-very-contradiCtious, and irreconcileable to that his 
dodrine, 'of GOD'S doing ever what is beftz with 
the ſame neceſlity that a voracious Fire burns up in- 
jected combuſtiblesz that tamake it the mare veriſt- 
'milousand tenable, he was fain to þroach that dange- 
'rous error, touching the temporarineſs of damnation; 
-and to teach that the infernal miſeries are-not infinite, 
but after the txdious revolution of indefinite Ages, 
fhall expire and have an end ; that the torments of 
Hell are Cathartical, and when they have once 
wrought'a thorow defzcation, of the excrutiated 
Patients; they ſhall all be reprieved from their igne- 
ous Priſons, and reſcued from that fiery vengance 
which involves them, into an anodynous and peacea- 
ble condition: 'From which falſe notion of Hell, 'tis 
like that confus'd and broken fanfic of the pur- blind 
Gentiles ſprung up 3 who dreamt that the izgoos, or 
wofull corflagration, which at the Worlds Cataſtro- 
phe, ſhall betide Vw» Trves, x} wdewesr, falſe and-de- 
ceitfull men; ſhall be only 4«« wtepov, to refine and 
purge them from their -droſs and fzculence, and by an 
cones of their contracted guiltineſs, to reduce them 
to a niveous iunocence: But that the Penances of 
Reprobates are endleſs, A ſhall ever thus perſwade 
my 
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my ſelf; either the torments of Hel} are eternal, or 
the felicities of Heaven are but temporary (which T 
am ſure they ſhall never be) for the very ſame word 
that is uſed to expreſs the permanence of the one, 
meaſures out "the continuance of the other z and if 
fat. Col dunniG, denotes everlaſting Life, a bleſſedneſs that 
a5. wit. ſhall never end; what can wer <:444&, ( inthe fame 
verſe) lignifie, but perpetual Puniſhment, a miſery that 
ſhall never ceaſe ? 

Now the main foundation upon which the preſump- 
tuous Hypotheſis, of Hells temporarinefs is erefted; 
is this; -That GOD in all puniſhments inflifted on his 
Creatures , aims at nothing but their reformation ; and 
therefore will only chaſtile their improbities in Hell, 
till they become better, and then releaſe them: And 
fince this is the chief Baſis of the opinion, it will not 
be amiſs a little to undermine it, in order to ſubvert- 
mg the ſuperſtruſted error; eſpecially ſeeing it will 
require no great pains todo it; forit1sſo weak and 
lubricous, that it totters of its own accord; and is 
ready toreel without a puſh; to ſet it going therefore, 
E ſhall beſtow one upon it. 

That G OD: inchaſtening offendents, alwayes de- 
fgns their emendation, is palpably falſe; for many 
times he cutsthem off in the midſt of their crimes, by 
a furrepticious death; and the chaftſement depriving 
them of all opportunities and means of amendinent,, 
conſequently prevents the thing it ſelf: But were it 
granted that all the puniſhment of criminals here, is 
intended to reform them ; yet it does not follow trom 
hence , that this ſhall be the ſcope of it hereafter : 
For between Helliſh and Terreſtrial penalties, there 
is as great difference, as betwixt ordinary — 
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and capital Execution: CorreQion ( tis confeſt) is 
uſed purpoſely to better Malefattors,and reclaim them 
from their exorbitancies. 4:0 fin 32 wadCug, ( ſayes 
the Thesloger) Ive Niverns mis digs, T5 dungrivity mauve, Clem, 
But capital Execution is never deſtin'd to that end ; 4!ex+ 
it does not affi(t at all towards well doing for the fu- _—_ 
ture, but js only a ſad recompence for evill aftions *"* ? 
already paſt. Inlike manner there are ſeveral Judg- 
ments let fall upon the impious in this life ; that are 
meerly corrective and curative, to caſtigate and deter 
them from illicit things,and ſo {timulate and ſpur them 
on, to the proſecution of nobler interefts; but the 
torments of Hell are purely executive and deſtruftive, 
(as I may ſay) and will be ſo far from meliorating 
thoſe that feel them, that they will rather conduce 
to their pejoration ; for the c—_— Acuteneſs, and 
deadly anguiſh of them will be ſuch, that it will pro- 
yoke them to rage and (well, with anger and impati- 
ence; to fret and fume againſt the Providence of 
GOD, and to curſe and blaſpheme the Majeſty of 
| Heaven for affiifting them ; and ſo will fink them 
lower, and Chaia them faſter into that ſulphureous 
Lake, and flaming Dungeon, rather than any way 
capacitate them for deliverance: We are much de- 
ceived if we think accurſed Spirits, are made of ſuch 
Fuſile Metal, as by the longeſt abode in the heat of 
Hell, to be melted into obedience unto G OD. No, 
the lopger they burn, the more obdurate they will 
grow; and their acerbous milcries _ parallel 
with their everlaſting incorrigiblenc(s, ſhall bea ſtand- 
_ ing teſtimony of this Truth, that the Great GOD 
doesnot alwayes do what is belt, but ſometimes what 
be will.) 1 .:3 41,45 9; tide ve 
1:7 D 2 * 8. But 
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8. Butin the laſt place, to come cloſer to eur-pur- 
poe. If GOD'S Goednefs be. not -under the com- 
mand of his Will,but does alwayes what is beſtz why 
did it not perpetuate the ſtation of Preexiſtent Souls, and 
hinder us (if ever we were happy In a ſublimer ſtate) 
from. lapſing into theſe Regions of Sin-and Death > 
If it be. Anſwered that GOD could not prevent this; 
becauſe the nature of men was from the beginning . 
mutable, and if they would wilfully ruine themſelves . 
(a capacity of doing it being complicated with their 
nature) GOD could no way help it. I- inquire then 
why..GO'D did not out-of his ineffable Goodneſs, 
make them immutably bleſſed ?- If-it- be replied-be- 
cauſe he had - already Created as many Species of 
immutable beings, as. poſſibly he could, and. there- - 
fore was. conſtrained to make them as they were, or 
elſe : muſt not have made them at all. - Then I de- 
mand again, whether was this mutability eſſential to - 
mans nature, or only a property and appendix inter» - 
woven with it? If 1t were eſſential, then how was . 
CHRIST a perfect Man, his humane nature being 
ever yoid of that lapſibility, which is a conſtituent 
part,.and prime ingredient of humanity > And what 
then wilt become of all men, that are at laſt tranſlated 
to Celeſtial happineſs, and induced with a conſtant - 
and, inalterable nature ? -their eſſence muſt be quite.. 
aboliſhed and deftroyed, and they tranſmuted into | 
other Creatures: If it be but a property-or adjun&, 
why did-not GOD: ſeparate it fromthem in their firſt . 
Creation ; ſince the abſtrattion and removal of it; 
would not have mutilated their eſſence (it being but . 
a ſuperfluous —_— of it) but have left the ſame 
every,Way abſolute and entire? This I amfure rw = | 
t ve - 
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have been beſt for us, admitting we Przexiſted ; and 
therefore the non-performance of it, to me is-a plain 
demonſtration, that, GO DN; dees notalwayes operate 
the beſs things. ; 

The reſult of the Premiſes is this; that though it 
had been beſt for the Souls of men, to have lived and 
ated in a divine ſtate , Precedaneons unto this upon 
Earth; yet GOD'S infinite Goodneſs is no conclufive 
Argument-of the reality of the thing : Foraſmuch' as 
it's no Law of its nature, to do alwayes what is beſt ; 
bat rather to be ſubje&t to the motions of his #///, 
and to have its emanations regulated by that : So that 
unleſs that gave the fiat for Preexiſtence, it could not 
be the prody& of infinite Goodnels.. 
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1. The ſecond Argument for Praexiſtence, borrow:d 
from its eminent uſefulneſs, in ſolving that harſh Ph- 
nomenon of Providence, the excluſion of the Hea- 
then, from the knowledge of the-Goſpel. 2. That 
difficulty explicable without the aid of Prxexiſtence, 
3. For GOD is not the cauſe of that their miſery, but 
themſelyes. 4. Either by rejefting the Goſpel when: 
offered to them. 5. Or by refuling to ſeek after it. 
6. we? incapacitating themſelves to receive it. 
7. And the evill being thus reſoluble into their own 
efficiency , ought not to laid upon GOD. 8. But j 
«ny be debarred from acquaintance with the Goſpel, 
without their own default , tis probable they may be 
ſaved by the Light of Nature. 9. It being near a kin 
not only to the Moſaick-Law , but the Goſpel it ſelf. 
10. And able with the aſſiſtance of the HOLT-GHOST, 
to carry men on toſuchVertuons accompliſhments, as 
will avail them to Eternal happineſs. 11. Or if this 
cannot be effetfed without the intervention of the 
Goſpel, they ſhall ſome way or other be IndoCtrinated 
with it. 12. And that the Ethnicks in the ſtate they 
art in, are capable of Felicity : The Sticklers for Pre- 
exiſtence muſt acknowledge, and this very agnition 
ſuperſedes the neceſſity of their own Hypotheſis, as to 
unfolding that Cloudy xnigme of Providence, the ſad 
plight of the Heathen World. 


bt, Þ Second Argument that the Patrons of Pree:x- 

iſtence, furniſh out in defence of their Hypo- 
theſes 5 and next to be inconntered, aſlaults us thus, 
H 
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It is 4 neceſſary Key of divine Providence, without which 
thofke grand difficulties, that occur from the conſide- 
ration of GOD'S rigid dealings with mankind, can 
never be fairly opened and: unlocked; efpecially that 
epidemick blindneſs, brutiſhneſs and Paganiſm, that 
involves fo rtany Nations, through the abſence of the 
Goſpel ,' will be a circumſtance intricate and unac- 
comptable. It is too plain and manifeſt, that the caſe 
of moſt men is forlorn and lamentable ; they are un- 
acquainted with the Laws of CHRIST, and ſtran- 
gers tothe means of Life and Salvation. The curſed 
Empire of Hell;extends it ſelf over the biggeſt part of 
the Earth, and the Inhabitants of it are perfe@ Ya/als 
to the Devils Tyranny : Vice is enaCted by their Laws, 
and $ix adopted into their Religion, and moſt nefa- 
rious Crimes received of thent for ſolemn myſteries, 
and duties indiſpenſable: And they are bortiy under 
theſe unhallowed inſtitutes, and trained up in 6bedi- 
ence to them, and ſfetled in the belief- and affeftion of 
them, by cuſtom and education , Chronical praQtice 
' and a numberof aſſociates; beſides the pertinaceous 
and inexpugnable tendencies avd proclivities of their 
corrupted nature to'them ; ſo that 'tis hardly poſlible 
they ſhould eſcape them, but muſt mavoidably ſwim 
down the fmooth, but perilous ſtream of licentrouſreſs, 
til} they be ſwallowed up inthe Gulphof endleſs Per- 
dition. And is 1t conceivable that GOD who hath 
proclaimed himſelf to be Love unto men, and whoſe 
Afercies are over all bis Works, ſhould in his menages 
of the World, fo tar forget his declared FPhilamthropie,, 
and the eſſential Compaſſnitenes of his Nature, as to 
fend'down wyriads of untainted Souls, the imtnediate 
offfpring of his powerfall Goodneſs ( before — 
ad. 
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; had any way offended) to dwell in Regians fo miſer»> 
bly over-run with-filthineſs and berberity ; that in all 
probability they-muſt be inſnared- and captivated by 
It, and for ever periſh in a fatal complianee with it? 
No for certain, ſuch an heavy calamity could--never 
' befallthem here, but as the- deſerved puniſhment of 
ſome horrid guilt of theirs, and notoriouſly. criminous 
deportment in a Priſtine-ſtate. But I Anſwer ; 

2. Though 4he Intriques of Providence be dark 
and myſtical, and-this in particular, deep and milſe- 
rable z yet I doubt- not butiit.may be cleverly ex- 
;plained,. without recourſe to thatgeriſh Invention we 
. have under debate- For grant the-cafe of moſt men 
be ſad and.lamentable ; that they are ugder'the black 
-Scepter of the Prince-of-Darkneſs; that their minds 
are in{laved to Atheiſm, or Polytheiſm, Superſtition, or 
Prophaneſs z and that they have no intimacy with the 
DoG@rine of Chriſtiaxity , which ſhould dif-intangle 
their Maqueated Conſciences, and infranchiſe their 


Souls from the ſervitude of Fice: Yet we need not _ 


-introduce. Preexiſtence to ſolve the-misfottune , nor 
father- this their infelicity on +the- miſcarriages of a 


Former (tate, to-prevent daring refleftions on -Provi- 


dence, -as if that were the Autrix of it ; form Truth it 


had no. ſtrokeat-all init, nor can it jaltly -be-intitled' 


to an inſtrumentatity- in .producing it, -as '['ſhall: en- 

deavour to evince. -- | 
3. That GO.D had no hand, in/ſtretching out that 
ſable Cloud of ignorance, which obtenebrates ſo great 
a part of. the World, is: palpably-plain from his own 
moſt infallible Word, in the 1 Timothy, 2. 4. where he 
exprelly tells us, that he would have all- men-come v0 
-the knowledge of the Truth ; which implies that he-has 
no 
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riomind-to ſhut up any. in Darkneſs and Error; but 
rather av unfeigned defire-of their inſtruction, and 
ſcientifique illumination. - Nor did he only awmerrs;, 
wiſh and deſire this, but graciouſly attempt the ac- 
compliſhment of it too for to this end he recom- 
mended his Goſpehunto men, a Pazdet of the riche(t 
notions ;.:the moſt celebrious and concerning truths 
imaginablez and by ſuch hands as might render it 
molt operative and influential : For that the Promul- 
gers credit , might conciliate to its authority, and 
make it more t4king and 7m7preſſrue; he would have it 
firſt ſet on foot by no meaner one, than his own Bleſſed 
Son; and then carried on by the holy Aſriftery of 
Choſen and peculiar Predicants, his Apoſtles and de- 
puted Emiſſaries; Perſons eminent for their exemplary 
ſempleneſs and integrity; dignified with the power of 
working Miracles, divinely inſtructed from above ; 
and able by vertue of their inſpired Wiſdom, to baffle 
and gull the learnedeſt of the Age, and to nonplus 
and confound the craftieſt and naſuteſt Sophiſters, that 
durſt argue with them, from the Stock of humane 
reaſon, and acquired Literature. And that Celeſtial 
Goſpel, which was planted by theſe famous Semine- 
ries, (till flouriſheth in the World; and though they 
do not every where culminate to an equal procerity z 
et there are few places into which that Tree of Life, 
hath not (at ſome time or other) diſpread its verdant 
Branches, offering unto all its falutary Fruits, that 
will but take the pains to gather them : And if their 
be ſtore of barren Waſts, and wild Deſerts on the 
Earth,ia which it never yet took Root and Fruftified ; 
Theſe ſqualled Deſolations muſt not be charged upon 
GOD'S Providence, as it that weighed out his Blef- 
E ſings 
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ſings with inequal Ballances, giving all to ſome, and: 
none to others ; ſurfeting hae Chimes with: ſatiety of 
knowledge, and famiſhing others for want of the 
ſame : But the real ground of the calamity, is tobe 
ſought for in the boſoms of men, and it will quickly 
appear to be of their ew# procuning;: For wherever 
People are hood-winkt with a Pagaz ignorance, and 
have the Word of Eternaltruth concealed from them, 
I ſuppoſe they may thank themſelves for it; it being 
for ſome of theſe reaſons, 

4. Either in the firſt place, becauſe they unworthi- 
ly rejed the tendries of it, refulingto admit it when. it 
obtrudes it ſe]f upon their acceptance, and repelling 
it with churiiſh and Artichriſtiax violence ; whenit 
importunes them for reception , whenit offers to viſit 
themasa Friend, they take it for an Enemy, enter- 
taining it with boiſterous hoftilities, and charging up- 
on it turious oppolitions, and ſo check its kind advan- 
ces towards them-: They hugg their Chains, and love 
their Fetters; admire their Thre/dom,and Court their 
Shackles; ſtrangely doting on their infelicity, in that 
they are Captivesunto Sinz and when the Goſpel pro- 
fers its helping hand, to reſcue and affert them 1nto 
liberty,they ſcorn Redemption, and will ti be drudges 
to their L»ſts,not from neceſity, but perverſe EleQtion.. 
This is one principal cauſe of mens ſt#pid. ignorance 
of the Gofpe/; they will not beleive it,nor ſufter them- 
ſelves to be informed by it ; the Sun of. 77#th in many 
places, ſhines gloriouſly on their dwellings, but they 
are ſhie of his Coruſcant-beams , and ſhut their Win- 
dows againſt his /ght, chooſing to ſpend their life in 
darkyeſs, becauſe it futes beſt with their wil-Works, 
which are alwayes ſhamefac't and Jucifugous; _ 
this 
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this ſayes the Great Evangeliſt, is 13 xele, The Condem- 
nation, that Light is come iuto the World, but Men love 
Darkneſs rather than Light, becauſe their deeds are evil; 
So that 'tis notthe want of Goſpel Light, but the con- 
tempt-and diſaffection of it that undoes the World : 
Men might be ſaved by it, even heathens themſelves, 
did they not hate and ſhun it's influence and diſdain to 
be ſubje to it. 

5. Or elſe a ſecond reaſon why ſo many are in- 
gulphed in Atheiſzre and Idolatrie, while the glorious 
Goſpel is latent and undiſcovered to them may be, for 
that they incurioully wegle® to ſeek it , and imploy 
their abilities in ſearching after it - The moſt incultt- 
vate Heathens we know are Men, and are endued with 
the natural perfe&ions of Humanity ; they have rea- 
ſon, and diſcourſe,and underſtanding,and Judgment ; 
by the help of which they can Dive into the nature of 
things, and eaſily diſtioguiſh tr»th from falſhood, and 
diſcern the excellence of one Religion from another ; 
ſo that if they would but rouz up themſelves, and go 
in gvefs of the principles of Chriſtianity, faithfully en- 
deavouring to retrive them, by their own induſtry, 
and the divine aſſiſtance (that would in fo worthy a 
ſuſception, edge their faculties with a keen ſagacitze) 
they ſhould undoubtedly attain the knowledge of 
them, and return with i»geminated orations in their 
mouths, every one vauntiog the ſucceſs of his ſerntiny, 
with a joyous and Triumphant 8%ww. But when 
G OD hath Graced mankind , with the publication 
of his Word unto ſome of them; and hath ſupplied 
the reſt with requilte ſtrengths, and means proper 
and idoneons to inveſtigate it ( elſe his affirming be 
would have all My: come to the knowledge of the Trath, 
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is a flat and 'downright mockery) and they ſottiſhly 


recuſe to proſecute the diſcovery of it, and to ingage 
their abilities ina ſedulous inquilition after it ;\ Provi- 
dence mult not be criminated , with their deſtitution 
of its knowledge. There are Scriptures in the World, 
containing a Religion of elevated principles, under 
the Condutt of which they might ſecurely march to 
Heaven 3 but they are not ſo ambitious of its manu» 
duction, as to ſeek. the benefit of itz and while they 
{> much vilipend.and flight its guidance, no marvel 
if they lackit: For GOD expects they ſhould ſtu- 
dioufly contrive, and (ſo far as their powers will ex- 
tend)make way for their acquaintance with his Sacred 
Oracles; and if they think much to do this for it, 
they ſhall never gain it: He will not gratifie their 
Idleneſs ſo far, as to Crown their ſluggiſh and torpid 
oſcitancies, with what he hath made the reward: of 
diligence. 

6. Or Eaſtly, a third reaſon why whole Nations,and 
ſuch multitudinous numbers of People, hear no ti- 
dings of the Goſpel,is becauſe they have izcapacitated 
themſelves, for the reception of it:: They are immerſed 
ſo deep in ſenſuality, and grown ſo perfeQtly bratifh 
and animal, and have ſo debauched their perſons, by 
low degeneractes from rational and humane life ; that 
they are become. unmeet receptables of ſo divine a 
mercy;and have unquallified, and diſabled themſelves 
from reaping any'profit by it: And GOD foreſeeing 
this, that Evargelical monitions beſtowed: on them, 
would prove inſucceſsfull and fruſtraneous; wiſe] 
detains them, and forbears the imparture of his Gol 
pel to them, as Husbandwer do the profcifion and 
culture of arenaceous Fields, of whoſe ſterility they 


are 


—_— T 


bg Wa Wy, 5Y —_ 


SS — ww FF” x. Wwe WW oo FF 


NO PRAEXEFSTENCE, 


-are'well afſured : And this I conceive was that, which 
occaſioned the HOLY GHOSTS inhibition of St, 
Paul's Preaching in Aſia, AGs 16. and his avocation 
from Bithynia, whither he allayed togo to that end, 
but by a nocturnal Viſion had his purpoſe interrupted, 
and his courſe diverted another way. G O D ('tis like) 
deemed the Aſiatiques unworthy of his Word, and 
ſaw them incapable of receiving it, if it had been pro- 
poſed to them; and therefore permitted it not to be 
then taught amongſt them , becauſe the attempt he 
knew would be unproſperous : Nor need it ſecm. a 
thing improbable, that men by nequitious practices 
ſbould arrive at ſuch a rude and ſavage temper, as to 
become indiſciplinable by the Goſpel, and upon that 
{core to be ſecluded fromit; for we muſt know,, that 
by their ſubjection to the tyrannies of Luſt, and ex- 
traordinary violences offered to them, the powers of 
their minds may be ſo ſhattered and ditlolved, and 
the common notions of indiſpenſable Truths written 
on their hearts, ſo obliterated and effaced : Reaſon, 
the zee of Good and Evill, may be ſo debilitated 
and corrupted; and their whole nature moulded into 
ſuch a ſtrange incapacity, and contrariety to things 
Divine and excellent ;. that they ſhall by no means be 
wrought to embrace them, and cloſe with them 3 but 
muſt remain as.indocible by the Laws of G OD, as 
Brutes are by the Sanftions of men; and withour 
a miraculous change of their blockiſh and ferine dit- 
poſition, will m— able to deprehend them, though 
moſt forcibly. inculcated. Now where the Eye of 
Providence ſees people at ſo untraftable a paſs; fo 
wofully.diſcompoſed 1n their nature and. faculties; (o 
ladly .beſotted and. brutified ;. and fo perteCtly _ 
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'nated from true Goodneſs, as to be utterly ſenſeleſs 
-of the rules of honeſty, and deaf to the precepts of 
Religion ; no wonder if it denyes them the rediaxt 
'Goſpel, and lets them wander in Ci-rmerian darkneſs, 
becauſe Light to them would be offenſive and trou- 
bleſome, and inſtruCtion vain and fruitleſs; and they 
would (till live wildly and at random, in ſpite of the 
choiceſt LeCtures of " Forwayon Heaven it ſelf could 
read them. 

7. Into theſe three Ranks I conclude the 4: want, 
or generality of thoſe Pagans reducible, who are un- 
-acquainted with the Sacred Volumes, and ignorant 
'of thoſe Laws of Righteouſneſs, and methods of Sal- 
vation therein exhibited. Either they are ſuch as have 
oppgned the Goſpel, and kept it off when it hath been 
fairly approaching towards them: Or elſe ſuch as 
have ſupinely ſighted it, and never Travelled accord- 
ing to their power, in a diligent ſearch after it: Or 
Laſtly, ſuch as by living vitiouſly, and much beneath 
the dignity of their nature, have ſo unmeaſurably de- 
ved themſelves, as to become quite incapable of 
reliſhing its pure DoCtrines, and obeying its holy dit- 
cipline, and therefore were never inſtructed with it. 
And this much confiderately weighed , though the 
greateſt part of mankind ; be muffled up with blind- 
neſs and inftdelitic, and poſſeſſed with an inſcious and 
Atheiſtical ſpirit , and go on groping all their lives 
long in darkneſs and ignorance 3 yet their deplorable 
fate is at no hand to be imputed unto GOD, nor 
may his Providence be condemned as guilty of infli- 
ting it : For it flows intirely from themſelves, and 
that they have no knowledge of the Goſpel, is 
owing to their own antipathy to it, diſregard of 
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t, or maliciouily contratted ineptneſs for it. 

8. Now if there be any in the World of a fourth 
Claſfas, diſtin&t from theſe three here remember'd,who 
have kept their intellectuals ſound and perfect, and 
their affeftions clear from all grofſer inquinations : 
Whoſe reaſon is not fo abſorpt and drowned in the 
puddles of ſenſe, nor nummed. and deaded by the 
rarcotich, pleaſures of the Body, and a conſtant and 
vehement love and attendance to carnal delights, as: 
to render them unfit to receive the Golpel : And who 
neverunkindly repulſed; or ſcornfully deſpiſed it,and 
ſo put in an 0bex to hinder its acceſhon.tothem ; but 
ſo far as a plauſible and civill Life could do it , have 
purfued it, and prepared themſelves for it. If there 
be any ſuch in the World I fay, from whom the Gol- 
pel is with-held, and not through their own defaults, 
they doing what they can to invite and lure 1t. to 
them, by pradiſpoling- themſelyes, io far as they are 
able tocomply with it, and entertain it. Yet neither 
will this infer a neceflity of Preexiſtence; to acquit 
Providence from injurious dealings with them; for, 
though their condition be hugely pitiable, 1t is far 
from deſperate; and if they: live but up to that Liths 
of Netzre which is within them, and thoſe xd: Joroes, 
or commune inſtins-of Good and Evill ( imprinted 
on their Souls, at their firſt Creation) we qiay pre- 
ſume that GO D-hath. a great mercy for them, and 
may fave them through the 4/L-ſufficient merits of his 
' Crucified Son, by. wayes and methods known to him» 
ſelf, though unrevealed to us. | 

And here if I thought the Truth of this DÞQrine, 
that Heatherns may be ſaved by the Light: of 'Natwre,. 


would be ſcrupled; I might call forth a number of 
8: 
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able Advocates to plead for itz and confirm it by a 


copious induction of undeniable teſtimonies, out. of 


choice and noted Writers, both Aztique and Neoterich ; 
and to make it paſs the more currently, it will not be 
amiſs to ſtamp it with ſome of their Autoritics : Dys- 
riſins the Areopagite, St. Pauls Diſciple, and: the firſt 
- Biſhop of Athens, held that all virtuous livers (though: 
without the pale of Holy Church) might gain felicity, 
GOD illuminating them with a Lint requiſite 
thereunto, -by the Miniſtry of Men or Angels. De Ce- 
keſt. Hier. cap. 9.St. Chryſoftows taught, that before the 
Incarnation the true acknowledgment of CHRIST 
was not exaCtted, but that the adoration of the true 
GOD would carry men to Heaven. ' Home. 3. in Mat. 
St. Auguſtize thought that ſome living under the Law 
of Nature, obtained Salvation. Cort. Jl. lib. 4.cap, 
3. Clemens Alexandrinns avers, that GOD gave two 
Teſtaments; the Law to the Jews, and Philoſophy to 
the Gentiles, whereby to Juſtifie them. Strom. lib. 6, 
Tuſtin Martyr affirms, that the Gemtiles who lived Ms- 
= aby»,agrecably to their Reaſon, were real Chriſtians ; 
and ſuch he eſteemed Heraclitxs, and other Heathers 
to be. MelanGon thought very charitably of the ſo- 
ber and more refined Ethnicks z and Lather had hopes 
of Brentins and Cicero. Zuinglins ſpeaks broad in the 
caſe, and ſayes plainly that in Heaven he ſhall behold 
Hercules, Theſens, Socrates, Numa, with other Ancient 
Virtuoſoes:; And. of the ſame mind was his Apologiſt 
Gualtherus, To theſe I might add the Suffrages of 
Epiphanins, Ludovicus Vives, Venator, Corvinus, Collixe, 
Andradins, and many others { were'it pot ſuperfluous 
to recite them) all which unanimouſly-yote Salvation 
poſlible to the Heather, by the Light of Nature; that 
| Is 
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&, in copnjun&tion with the efficacious ſufferings, and 
perfett obedience of CHRIST, though ſome would 

rverlly iofinuate that they mean otherwiſe : The 
laſt here nominated ſtifly maintained the Paradox, in 
the Tridemtine Council, and is moſt ſeverely laſhed for 
his pains by Chemmtins, in his Examen of the Decrces 
of its ſixth Seſſion ; yet neither did that Council deter- 
mine any thing againſt the point (though he put an 
cccalion offered by the ſaid Andradins,and others alſo 
of the ſame Serate, efflagitated their Cenſure and de- 
ciliog of it) bur left it free and indifferent., as a The- 
ſis of very high probability , if not unqueſtionable 
certitude, 

And to prove the Light of Natwre, a ſufficient guide 
to Bleſledneſs ( in the abſence of a furer condu@) I 
might argue thus; that the Maſaick Law inducted ma- 
ny Souls to happineſs, is a truth of undoubted credit, 
(tor this was the great and ultimate {cope at which 
its whole ſubſerviency was levelled and what was 
that but the Law of Natzre publiſhed, and drawn up 
into a methodicall ſyſtem ot holy Mandates, and di- 
vine inſtruftions? And if the Law of Moſes, and the 
Law of Nature be the ſame; it GOD faved the Fews, 
under the Adminiſtration of the firſt, what hinders 
but he may ſave the Gertiles, under the Pxdagogie of 
the later ? 

9. Now that theſe two Laws, are ſubſtantially the 
ſame, may be made good by moſt eviCttive evidence; 
for wherein do they differ, ſave that the Moral Law 
was openly promulged to a peculiar People, orde 
digeſted into ſeveral Precepts, and diſtinctly Ingra- 
ven.in Stozy Tables; whereas the other was only in- 
ſcribed in the minds of Men? . And as for that other 
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diſcrepance between them, that the Aſoral Law had 
many appendages faſtened on' it, which: the :Natural 
had not; various Rites and Ceremonies-joyned'to-it, 
that were Types and Symbols, Umbrages and Repreſens- 
tations of future things, this did not at alt hinder their 
Hdentity ; for theſe were meerly Thetical and Circum- 
ftantial, not at all eſlential'to, or conſtitutive of, that 
immutuable Law whereunto they are annexed, which 
appears manifcſtly, in that the Law ſtill remains intire, 
though-theſe extrinſique and appendent Ordinances, 
-n long ſince nulled and preicinded,by an eternal ſub- 
ation. | | 

Beſides, that the Law of Nature, and the Law of 
Moſes, are one and the ſame, as to the chief ſtrokes 
and contents of them, 1s colligible from Rom. 2. 14, 
where the Apoſtle ſayes exprelly that Nations without 
the Law, quon m Ts vous moth, can do by Nature the things | 
contained itt the Law ; but how could they, unleſs the 
prime duties of both were the ſame, and conſequently 
the Laws themſelves, as to the ſubſtance of them cor- 
reſpondent and identical? And the very next verſe 
tells us, that they have V2, 75 vie 2p2'wmy Is The x8gavs, 
The Work of the Law Written in their Hearts, which 
keeps their Conſciences inſo wakefull and rouzed a 
poſture,that they are able upon all occaſions, to accuſe, 
or excuſe them in their doings, according to the Na- 
ture of their Actions, as-the ſame Text aflures us ; 
and 'if we look back to the firſ# Chapter of the ſame 
Epiſtle, and conſult the nineteenth, twentieth, and one 
and twentieth verſes of it, we ſhall find that the moſt 
important duties of the 2/oſaick. Law (as the knowing 


G O D, the underſtanding of his Eternal Power and Good- 


neſs, the Glorifying, and Praiſing, and Worſhipping, and- 
| Serving 
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Serving his Adorable Majeſty) may be executed, and 
in a good meaſure fulfilled by the light and energy of 
reaſon and Conſcience z and this ſtil] evinceth a great 
congruency of the Natural and AMoſeick, Law , and 
mutual ſameneſe of both, in their moſt weighty and 
elſential Requilites, 

And farther the Law of Nature, having ſo near an 
Aftnity with the Jewiſh, it muſt needs claim a propin- 
quity and alliance to the Chriſtian Law alſo, as indeed 
it does: For it isthe Root and Baſis of that diſpenſa- 
tion, and the Grand Argument, upon which tie New- 
Teſtament is in great part, a [ucid Paraphraſe : It is a 
cumpendious Epitozze of thoſe momentous Doftrines, 
more copioutly taught by the Holy JESUS, and the 
Goſpel it ſelf, in its firſt and imperfeCt Edition ; fo that 
being thus nearly related, both to the Moral Law,and 
Evangelical, it would be more abſurd, that Heathens 
by a vigilant obſervance of it, ſhould not be ſaved, 
than that they ſhould, 

10. Now if it be here objefted, that the Reaſon 
of moſt Pagans is exceeding flat and low, and that 
their endeavours after virtue, muſt therefore be ſo 
tepid, that they will hardly ever be Crowned with 
ſuch perfection in it , as is requiſite to make them par- 
ticipants of future happineſs. . It will be Anſwered, 
let them do but what they can, and they ihall be aſhi- 
{ted in the acquiſition of ſuch Moral excellencies, as 
will be ble with Eternal Benedi@ions: For it 
they ſtrive but ſincerely to extricate themſelves, from 
the intanglzments of Sin, and ſet their faces towards 
Heaven, in the reſolute aggreſiions of Juſtice and Ho- 
neſty, they ſhall quickly feel their debility corrobo- 
rated, and their imbecilled powers fortified by divine 
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Huxilia,aids and ſubſidies from above; for I doubt not 
but if the HOLY GHOST, who is wegteyromc,and 
intimately acquainted with all mens diſpoſitions, once 
ſees theſe poor Creatures verging towards the inte- 
reſts of Piety, though never o little ; he will imme- 
diately ſtrike in with them, confirm them in their 
choice, help forwad their intentions, dire& them in# 
their progreſs, and ſupply the place of Evangelical 
Precepts,Councils and'admonitions to them; till they 
ariſe to ſuch degrees of Purity, as may qualifie them 
in GOD'S account to Life and Salvation: For we 
mult not think that the Spirit of GOD, goes no far- 
ther than his Word, and that where the Bzble is. not 
Read, its Operations are not felt, No, that as it finds 
occaſion takes a larger Circuit; vilits the darkeſt Re- 
gions of the World 3 and' many times fallies forth in 
powerfull influences on the Inhabitants thereof'; as 
well as on them that live within the precincts of the 
Church, and fit under the gleams of Cope! Light. 
T3 TVivue 3x Via min, The Spirit bloweth where it lifteth 
and if it meets with the leaſt ſpark of genuine Good- 
neſs, thoagh raked up in never ſo many Aſhes of Pagaz 
corruptions, it will do what in reaſon can be defired, 
to ventilate and. Fan it into a burning flame : What 
the Author of the Book of Wiſdom (Philo as ſome be- 
Ieive) excellently. delivers of the HOLY GHOST), 
does moſt appolitely quadrate with him 3 namely, 
That he is ready to db Good, kind to Man, and in all ages 
entring into Holy Souls, maketh them Friends of G O D. 
He is. not bound to time or place, or any ſuch like Cir- 
cumſtance;z but with a free and unconfined liberty, 
rangeth through all 17mes and Conntreys, and where 


he lights on any that are ſuſceptible of them, he _ 
them 
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them with divine impreſſes, and by his mighty Bleſſing 
ſecundates their purſuits of Virtue in this preſent life, 
and configns them to the fruition of a better : So that 
grant the Light of Natzre, which blinketh in the com- 
mon Heathens, be dim and luridons; and that the ex- 
ertions of their i-mate Reaſon, be faint and flaccid ;; 
yet being aCtuated' by the HOLY. GHOST, and 
cheriſht with his potent and benign Workings, they 
may thus wax bright and vigorous, and be able to 
exaltthem to ſuch a pitch of Goodneſs, as will carry. 
them to Immortality. | 

Thus is- Providence abundantly juſtified in her 
dealings with the Heather, and fairly vindicated from 
all calumniative obloquies, and juſt ſuſpicions of tyran- 
ny and crudelity to their Souls, for placing them in 
ſo ſad a conſtitution of: things : For though they be 
ſurrounded with- multifarious difficulties, and every 
where begirt with: huge incumbrances; yet GOD 
hath fixed ſuch principles in them, that if they be 
true and faithfull to them; by the adjumert of the 
SPIRIT, they may emerge victoriouſly through 
them. all, and:maugre the ftrongeſt impediments: in 
their way, aſcend to Glory and Beatitude. 

IT. But if it be too venturous and temerarious- a 
dogmatizing, to vouch the Salvation of Heathers poſ- 
ſible, without an explicit: Knowledge of a Mediator, 
and'the Holy Goſpel (as I am forward-to yield it is, 
if it ſhall be fo ſenſed by the judicious) then we may 
wave that, as aloud conjecture,. and without offence 
conclude them-capable of felicity, upon another Hz» 
potheſis ; that is, the morigerous of them, and ſuch as 
are truly obſequious tothe commands of their tnward 
Reaſon; for it their impotence be ſo great, thatthey 
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cannot though aided by the ordinary concurrence of 
the HOLY GHOST ( whoſe ofticious Goodneſs 
is ready to countenance the moſt irigid offers at Ver- 
tue, and promote the ſicklieſt endeavours after it) 
acquire ſuch eminent portions of integrity, as may 
hallow their perſons ( through the meritorious Croſs 
of JESUS) to an admiſſion into Heaven: Then we 
may lawfully beleive, that they ſhall be tenderly re- 
carded of the Saviour of the World ; and it they keep 
their pullulating Vertues, in a florid and thriving con- 
dition, ſhall themſelves at length be tranſplanted into 
a nobler Soil, where thoſe hopefull germinations, that 
begin to bud and ſprout within them, being ſeaſonably 
irrigated with the fecundant ſhowers, and kindly fo- 
ſtered with the benign influence of the Goſpel, ſhall 
thereby ripen into high perfeCctions, and the Graces 
of Chriſtianity. Then GOD whoſe Providence ſu- 
perintends the World, and whoſe mercy hovers over 
the whole Creation, gently brooding it with indulgent 
Wings; who is Good, and does Good, and ever waiteth 
to be Gracions ; will lovingly watch over their teemin 
Souls, and not ſuffer the injected ſeeds of Goodneſ, 
to ſtarve in the Womb of their conception, for lack 
of knowl-dge to feed and nouriſh them; but by 
means uſual or extraordinary, will reduce them with- 
in the ſound of his Word, and afford them fo full an 
inſight and erudition in Evangelical Myſteries, as ſhall 
miniſter effectually to their progreſs in Religion , and 
advance them to ſuch meaſures of SanGity and Righte- 
#uſneſs, as ſhall avail to their Eternal glorification, and 
together with the Key of CHRIST'S precious me- 
rits, open unto them the Gates of Paradiſe. | 
12. And this much the Aſertors of —_— are 
rom 
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from their own principles bound to concede, that the 
Heathe# in the condition they are in, are capable of 
$atvation: For they perſwade that GOD'S fending 
them down into this Terreſtrial Lite, is an inftance of 
his ſingolar kindneſs to them (to uſe their own Lan- 
guage) an after Game of divine Goodneſs; and a Lux 
mercy : But wherein lies this Goodnels, or confilts *'+ 6 
this mercy, unleſs it be in that they are here made 
Candidates, and Probationers for their loſt Felicity, 
and put in a poſlibility of regaining it 2 And if it be 
poſſible for them in the caſe they.are in, to attain hap- 
pines in the Life to come; we need no other Key to 
unlock the Methods of Providence to them, than this 
Doctrine ; for it clears it trom all acceſſormes to their 
Tuine, and if they miſcarry in the future State , it 
transfers their deſtruction upon themſelves,and brands 
them for the procurers of their own miſchief; And 
thus the high pretended uſefulneſs, of the Origeriar 
Hypotheſis, to explicate the recondit myſteries of Pro- 
vidence, in relation to the Heathens Mitery, is by its 
own Abettors moſt unluckily over-turned, and the 
Opinion rendered __ ſuperttuous, asto that great 
work,for the tranſaction of which they hold it fo very 
neceſlary : For if they once grant that the Heather: 
are in a capacity of aſpiring to Celeſtal Blis (which 
they cannot deny,ſuppoling this Life a mercy to them) 
then without any farther ado, the milery of Pagers in 
their want of the Goſpel,and the equity of Previdence - 
in ſuffering this their — will from hence be made 
conſiſtent, and reconcileable enough ; though Preex- 
iſtence had never been excogitated, or were cternally 
exploded. The Circumſtances they are in,are extream- 


ly ſad,but ſo long as GOD has not przcluded to them 
the 
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the way to Heaven, his bounty towards them is Illy- 
ſtrious,and we need not fetch in Preexiſtence;to juſtifie 
his dealings with them. If he-be acculed as guilty of 
injuring them, we have evidence enough to prove 
him innocent, without ſuborning ſo falſe a Witneſs ; 
I mean in that Court, where unfeigned Pety fits as 
Judge, and ſolid reaſon is of the Jury. 


DOBBLBRABBPRARRS 
AT. I, 

1. A Third Argument for Przexiſtence, fetcht 
from its trim ſolution of that knotty Theologi- 
cal Problem ; the Diſperfion of Original Sin 
through the whole Stock, of Mankind, 2, That 
this is ſufficiently intelligible without that Hypo- 
theſis. 3. A ſuccinf deſcription of Adams Pa- 
radifiacal happineſs. 4. And the evill conſe- 
quents of biz Apoftafie. 5. The ſeat and vehicle 
of Original Sin to his Po$terity, may be only the 
depraved Bodies , they draw from him ſince his 
defeftion. E. That this Suppoſal granted, the 
manner of its Univerſal diftufion 34 very concet- 
able. 7. That the uniting of Souls to theſe con- 
taminant Bodies ,, does not intrench at all upoa 
GOD'S Juſtice, 8, An objeftion touching our 

notion 
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motion of Original Sin, Anfvered. 9. A brief 


recapitulation of the Principals of the Chapter. 


I. HE former Argument reſpeted mans miſery, 


this next relateth to his Sinz but 1s of a far 
larger extent and more comprehenſive Latitude. For 
whereas the other pointed only at the Heather z this 
referreth to the World colleGively. And thus it'runs ; 


That Preexiſtence is the only expedient, to unrid- Arg.z. 


dle the traduCtion of Original Sin, or rather the com- 
mune and epidemick contagion thereof: For thus, 
every one will be made the Author of his own primor- 
dial Guiltz and we need not have recourſe to GO D'S 
Tranſactions with the perſon of Adam, and fo run into 
a maze or Labyrinth of difficulties, out of which their 
isnoextrication: Then we need not puzzle and per- 
plex our ſelves, about the ſecret and imperſcrutable 
mode of its-devolution upon us; nor make any pre- 
ſumptuous refleftions on the Attribute of GODS 
Twſtice, for plunging immaculate Spirits into defiling 
Bodies; who did not in the leaſt concur with 4- 
dam in his foul offence , nor any way conſent to the 
perpetration of it, they not ſo much as potentially 
exiſting in him, - at the time of his revolt. I Reply; 


2. That this is one way to expound that Ayſftick Confut, 


Head in Divinity, it will freely be acknowledged : 
But to pronounce it the fole means of its exodatior, is 
too elated and Threſonick a glorying in the Hypotheſes, 
and favours as much of Falſhood, as Arrogance : For 
I doubt not but a very full, and plaulible account-of 
that arduous point, neither too difficil to be under- 
ſtood,nor diminutive of GOD'S molt perfect Jaſtzce, 
is as inferrible from other principles,as from this; and 
to 
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to propoſe fnch a folate lation of that ab{iydſc myſtiryzthe 
propagation of Cri gl, 25 is free vomthe ob- 
jeted criminations, of tb6' great dMficuily Aid cero- 
£atioz from the Divine Equity, ſhall be ay next en- 
deavour. 

3- And that we may tread on the ſurer grounds in 
doing it, it will not be amiſsto fetch alittle the larger 
circuit, and curforily to traverſe the Felicity of Adam, 
1n his ſtate of innocence. 

The Great and High JEHOV AH then, being 
whinitely perfe&t, and: ſo perfeZly Bleſſed in him- 
ſelf; though he could not thereby gain.any wem ac- 
ccſſion., to his own i#trinſique happineſs; yet to de- 
monſtrate his Wiſdom and Power,and to make himſ-If 
receptacles of his boundleſs Goodneſs, which is ever 
prone to Benefaftionsz; He reſolved to Create ſeveral 
ſorts of Beings, and to bleſs them with the Communi- 
cations of his Paternal Bounty, according. to their 
reſpeCtive capacities. Hereupon he firſt of all produ- 
| an izrmenſe moles of corporealſubltance 5 which 
in the begiuning, was one dark and confuſed. Chaos 3 
but being reduced into that Elegant: and Concumons 
order in which. now ir ſtands, it became that. goodly 
Fabrick call'd the #orid; which wasno ſooner reared, 
but the ſkilfull 4rchite& that fram'd it, took care to 
furniſh and adorn it with I-babitarts, and to ſute their 
Natures to the qualities of their provided Manſions. 
Thus becauſe the Heavens, or ſupernal Regions, are 
fraught with nothing but G O D'S- own preſence, and: 
a Spiritual, or Tenxious ſubſtance ; he ſtored them 
with Angels,, and InteleFnal Powers, the Fines of 
whoſe Ellence perhaps, abhors all wi#e/ Union with 
| the pureſt matter., The Zomer World, L mean the 
Erratick, 
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Erratick Globe we live on, as being a hump of courſe 
and droftie Corporeity, heſtockt with various Animels, 
whole craſs and ruder conſtitutions, /ymbolized with 
the Elexrents of theic appointed Refidence. Thus, 
Fifh were fitted for the Waters: Fowls and Beaſts, &c. 
for the upper Cortex'of the Earth, and axbient Air: 
Nor were the Interior Regions of our Plenet, left a 
naked Deſolation, but perhaps were peopled with 
their proper Incole, and had their cloſe Receſſes, filent 
Vaults and hollow Caverns, garniſkt with ſuch Beings, 
as love thoſe Nightſom Cels, and ſubterraneous Dwel- 
lings. | 
This done, he took in hand the efforwatios of Man, 
3 Curious and moſt Noble piece of Workmenſhip. For 
him, he made the lively Tranſcript of himſelf, Chare- 
Gerizing his Perſon with the Image of his Deity: Which 
though it conſiſted mainly, in the reFitude and Znte- 
grity of his mind, yet ſome obſcurer Liveaments of it, 
were conſpicuous in the 7z-material and Immortal Na- 
ture of his Soul ; his rational and lofty faculties, and 
Dominjdn over his Fe/ow Creatures. For that he might 
bear thamore exatt ſrwilitxde, and jult reſemblance of 
bimſelf, GOD ſet him on a ſplendent Throne, and 
raisd him'to a kind .of Royal Supremacy, over all the 
Beftial Communities: Who, ſo long as he held his 
Primative Station , were Faithfull in their\'due Alee- 
axce to him, and greatly delighted to admire, and 

ſerve their deputed ford and Emperonr: Nar indeed 

could they $8hift it ; for ſuch a placid refulgency fat 

upon his Countenance, and ſuch ſparkling and perſtrim- 

gent beams of Majeſty tallied from his Eyes, .that ever 

ry Look he' caſt upon them, darted wonder wo their 

Souls; awed — reverential Pramas, 

2 an 
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andextorted from them, tacit» fignifications of their 
fubje&ion to him : 'Nor had he more. command, or leſs 
obedience without.than he had within himſelf:For then 
his Body was wholly ſwayed by the Empire of his 
mind,and naturally conſpired with its regular and: un- 
erring motions: His Nerves abounded with Agi/Spirits, 
and his turgid Yeins with well: concocted Blood : His 
Feat was. ſoft and gentle; and his Fermerts ſmooth and 
unctuous; and all his 2embers vegete and lively ; rea- 
dy preſt tor the ſervice of his Will,and free to execute 
the Mandates of it, without the leaſt check, or con- 
tranitency to the ſame. 

And that his Habitation, might. correſpond to the 
dignity of his Perſon, he was ſeated in: Paradiſe, a 
Promptuary of rich Felicitiesz a place confert. and 
crowded full with innocent obleCQations, and beſet on 
all fides with ſuch high-contentments, that nothing but 
Heaven could be like it. - Where beſides the aions 
gratifications, of his chaſt and-wary ſenſes, which he 

lentifully imbibed; he ſwamin Torrents.of Diviner 
| omg that frankely flowed from the indalgence of 
his Maker: For ever and: anon he was takgw-up-into 
fimiliar converſe with him, and ſaw his Glorious pre- 
ſence under ſome wfble Form or other: the frequent 
fight and vived ſenſe of which; threw kim: into ſuch 
gratefull Exteſfes , and fo tranſported: his enraviſht 
Soul, with Sextiments of, Angelick pleaſure, vigorous 
emotions. of mind;, 'and ſtrong Aſpires of Seraphick 
Love, as almoſt to heave her out of: her new eſpouſed 
Body. And though he was not alwayes aCtuated with 
theſe peathetick, Raptures., yet he had wherewith to 
ſtave off dumpiſh Stupors ,, and to keep himſeWfin a 
Triumphant poſture3 for when the Paroxiſms. _ 

ig 
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light: were over, and the Tide of Confolations at an 
Ebb; yetthe memory of them ſo lately paſt, andthe 
lively hopes of their ſpeedy returne, could not but 
cauſe the /eſer Springs of Joy, toriſe and bubble in his 
Soul, and toccntinue gurgling through his heart, till 
freſh approaches of the Shechrnab pull'd up the Sluce 
again, and delug'd him with zew, and happy inunda- 
tions. Thus-tranſcendently Blefled was the Protoplaſt, 
when he firſt dropt our of his Creators hands : But he 
{tood not long in this condition 3 the Scere was quick- 
ly changed, and the Garland of. Felicity:that adorn'd 
his temples, inſtead of proving mma ed 
ina moment : How it came to do fol muſt next relate, 
together with the evill and deplorable circumſtances, 
of his great Misfortune. \ 

4- What a rare and incomparable ſtate of- Life; the 


firſt man was honoured with, I have briefly hinted ; 


and if he had but perſiſted ina due conformity to the 
Wilt of GOD, and cautelouſly ſhunned all ſrifter 
declenſions from his Righteous Lawsz he ſhould 
thereby have enfured to himſelf, and entailed on his 
Poſterity, a continuation of thoſe high prerogatives, 
which he injoyed : And how really defirous GOD 
was of-this, that Adam: ſhould-have held his firſt ſta- 
tion, and ſo have conveyed down the Priviledges of 
it, to ſuccedent Generations ;. is plain, in that he did 
not only indue him with ſufficient ſtrengths, to diſ- 
charge his incumbent duties; but tomake him vigilant 
in aCting of them ; ſeverely threatned,thatit he failed 
in his obedience, he. ſhould ferely Dye, Ger. 2. 17. But 
he indiſcreetly {lighting the denounced. mexaces,ralhly 
complyed with the Serpents ſuggeſtions, and notwith- 
ſtandiog the expreſs interdidtion of ALMI _ 
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GOD, pravaricated his Hely Sanctions, inadviſedly 
ruſbing on the inſtances of difloyalty : But his delin- 

uencies coſt him dear; for thereby he incurred the 
ffciture of all his happineſs, and being made ob- 
noxious to the minatory Sentence, died in moſt of his 
capacities. And that he did not dye Eternely, is to 
be Attributed to Heavens pity, which interpoſed be- 
tween him and Hell, and ſnatcht the unworthy finner 
from ſo dire a miſery : But that which muſt be noted, 
as moſt pertinent to our purpoſe is, that his Faf was 
very deſtruQtive to his Body; that it changed the 
Temperature, corrupted the Habit, and mightily per- 
verted the conſtitution of it : So that whereas, before 
it was of a flexible and yeilding nature, and ſequa- 
cious to the diCtates of his unſpotted mind ; cool and 
calm, and entirely ſubje& unto reaſons conduft; he 
had no ſooner tranſgreſt the /izes of Innocence, by 
unluckie combination with the Devil, but he found 
himſelf in another Werld : For preſently unbridled 
paſſion, uſurpt the Throne of his depoſed Under- 
ſtanding, caſt off its Empire, and diſleiz'd it of its juſt 
Dominion; turbulent affeCtions tyranniz'd over his 
impotent Spirit ; and brutiſh deſires , impatient of 
Controll, hurried him on to unlawfull obje&ts, with 
molt przcipitant and fierce 7#petwoſity ; his proclivities 
to Vice were made well nigh infuperable; and his 
Antipathies to Virtue fo a wes deadly , that he 
could never buckle to the practice of it, butby affi- 
duous conflicts with his reluctant fleſh, and frequent 
repetitions of moſt ſharp P/zcomachies: In a word, 
when he finned, he came under the power of a raging 
Principle, whoſe fury as yet he never felt : Then pe- 
txlant Senſe, which before kept under Hatches, and 


lay 
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fay bound in Fetrters of a due reſtraint, brake looſe 
and perkt aloft ; and clambering into the Acropolis of 
his Soul, could make a ſhift to Sol and baffle his no- 

bler faculties, and to tempt him on to ſad a!/taxies and 

miſcarriages : So that whereas before he might vie Pea» 
titude-with the Angels, as being their Tonnger Brother, 

and near allied to their exalted Race and Hierarchie ; 

by infringing Heavens Statutes,” he degenerated from 

his high perteCtions, and through his own prepoſte- 

rous folly, became a Companion of the Beaſts that 
periſh; was linked to a. ſenſual noiſom Carcaſs, and 

made a Stage for Wanton- appetites, and bale carnality 

to aCt-upon, as well as they. 

5. And thus perhaps we have diſcovered what is 
that true Yehicu/umr, and general Channel , which fo 
faithfully derives the impure ſtream of Original guilt, 
to every Child of rebellious Adam; namely dit. m- 
pered:, unweildy., and prxdominant. Bodies, which 
he propagated to them ; for he having by. his curſed 
Anomies, depraved his own Craſts , and being unable- 
to tranſmit purer Bodies to his ///#e, than he had him» 
ſelf; they receiving from him groſs and fxculent ones, 
from their very firſt unition to them, were inevitably. 
tintured with naughty propenſions, and a vile Con-- 
cupiſencez and that the Body infects the Soul with: 
Original Sin, the/CHURCH of England plainly de- 
clares; for ſhe calls it #pimus zews,, which according: Arric 
to thoſe reditions of the Word, that ſhe ſets down', 5+: 
fignifies the ſenſuality , affe@iow , and deſire of. the Fleſh ; 
and. clearly intimates, that ſhe looks upon thoſe ve- 
hement Juſtings, and filthy inclinations, that conſti- 

' tute Original Six, as accruing to us from our concrete 
Fl:fb, which frks and weighs us-down,.and — , 
urrics:; 
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hurries us away into thoſe obliquities : And that theſe 
putid Dungeons which we-dwell in,ſhould thus ſtrong- 
ly influence our Souls, as to-infet them with the as 
forcſaid guilt, is not-ſtrange at all; for if we conſule 
our own experience, and mark how exaQly our minds 
conform and anſwer to our Bodies, and change and 
wary with the ſame; and how much the diſtemper of 
the one, indiſpoſerh the other, afteCting it with dulneſs, 
_ frowardneſs, phrenzie, &c. according to the nature 
of the regnant malignity ; we cannot but confeſs, that 
the reſult of our Souls ſo 72trmate Union with theſe 
Trunks of Fleſh, diſordered grievouſly by the firſt 
Mans intemperance z may very well be an excelſzye 
Love to ſenſibles, and rank diſguſt of inward Parity, 
ayhich two Evilsintegrate the Nature of Original $17. 


6. And allowing this, to be a genuine Notion of it, - 


which I have propoſed ; viz. That it is a diſcompoſure 
of the Soul; a debilitation and deordination of her 
faculties, proceeding from that rude izert, and un- 
governable Body, to which ſhe is vitaly United ; 
It may eaſily be deprehended, how the Guilt of it 
ſhould become fo Cathelique asit is; and fo generally 
deſcendent upon every Man : For Adam by his pre- 
warication, having brought down the Curſe of Heaven 
upon his Head, it wrought a diſmal mutation in his 
Body, which made it ſtout and refractory, ſtubborn 
and Rebellious; and apt not only to hinder the Spirzt 
in its -motion upward , and retard it in doing what 
GOD requires ; but alſoto preſs it down-ward with 
a mighty degravation, and to ſtimulate and ſpur it on, 
to Lawleſs diſconformities,tothe Heavenly Will : And 
he being the commune ſource,and Parent of Mankind, 


from whom our Bodies by way of Generation, our 
a 
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M1 derived.z they muſt needs be of the ſame emwormone 
temper with his own z and conſequently produdive 
of the like finfull exorbitancies in our Souls, imme- 
diately upon their Syzygie, or conjunCtion; fo that 
hence it is apparent enough, how our Nature came to 
be poiſoned with ſuch head-ſtrong proclivities, to ſcn- 
fual turpitude, and 'to affect ſuch wide eccertricities 
to real Goodneſs; 'or which isall one, how we came 
to be beſmeard with Origizal Sin: It was not done 
by any cryptick tranſmiſſion, or unintelligible diſſe. 
mination of it from 44«m's Soul, as ſome would have 
it; for then his Yirtzes, might as well have beetrtranſ- 
fuſed into us, as his $i# 3 a good habit being as apt to 
migrate from the Father to the Childrez, as an evill 
one : Nor by any fatal Decrce transferring it upon us, 
by imputation 3 for Original Sin is not only an impu- 
tative, but a Phyſical and inherent thing, radicated 


and grounded in us; 4 Faxlt, Corruption,end infettion Artic. 


of our Nature, as our Church hath folidly defined it : 
But it ſprings from the Souls copulation , 'with this 
lumpiſh fer: Body'; which'clogs herwith a drowzy 
indiſpoſition to Goodnefs, and alienating her mind, 
from the proper objes of her maſculine faculties , 
draws her down into a {laviſh afteCtation of, and vi- 
gorous egreſſion after animal delights, which we 
name Concupiſcence. 

Nor need we wonder (as I faid before) that our 
noiſom Bodies, ſhould fo far over-power the indwel- 
ling Souls, as to determine them into finfull motions, 
_ to ſtain them with ſuch an early gunlt : For ſuch 
a potent agency have theſe muddy Priſons, on the 
Spirits immured in them 3 and with fo ſtrange a ſym- 
pathy, do they bewitch _ charm them into compli- 

ance 
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ance with. ſordid. and ignoble intereſts ; that I: am 
ready to believe ; if Bleſſed Angels, Creatures of an 
higher order than our ſelves ( though ſome deny it ) 
were incarcerated in them after the ſame manner that 
we are; they would be as deeply conſcious of thoſe 
innate pravities called Original Sir , as any of us all : 
I, and perhaps of actual impieties too, ſuppoſing they 
could forget their paſt felicities, and have their ap- 
prehenfions of the other life, contrafted into the nar- 
rowneſs of ours : For then were they to act in theſe 
cadaverous Bodies; I doubt not but external objects, 
and the doloſe baits of Sin, would be as cogent ille- 
ftives of their paſſions, as now they are of ours; and 
playing briſkly upon their Spirits, through the medi- 
tation of their fly _— would Lord it over 
their intelligent part z and hazard with an high and 
domineering hand, to carry them Captive in the 
Chains of ſen'e, unleſs they were extreamly vigilant. 
But this is an excurſion; I therefore ſtop it,and return, 
7. Now if it be here demanded, how it cemports 
with the Juſtice of the GOD-HEAD, to immerſe 
ure and: upright Creatures , into ſuch brutifh and 
polluting vehicles , where they muſt neceſſarily be 
touched with Concupiſcence, and tied up to conſtant 
bickcrings and colluttations with raging Juſts, and vi- 
olent pattions? Tothe g»ery I ſhape out this Anſwer, 
Suppoling GOD bad created all men at once , and 
they had all exiſted at the ſame time with Adazr; if 
then they had voluntarily lapſed together, and of. 
their own accord , had fhd down into the evill cir- 
cumſtances, .avd annoyances of their preſent ſtate 3 
$6 QD'S Juſtice ſhould then have been acquitted by 


all. and every mouth would bave proclaimed him in- 
nocent 
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nocent of their miſery; nor is he more guilty of it 
now : For heclearly foreſaw, that it he had brought 
them all into Being at once, and ſet them down mghe 
ſame happy condition with Adam; they wouldhy 
have fallen from ir, as he did ( and his evill Fate may. 
ſerve as one good Argument .to convince us of as* 
much} and fareſeeing this, he did not make them 
coxtaneoms with Adam ( for all the Generations of 
Men, could not have ſublilted on the Earth at once ) 
but choſe rather to create their Souls by prece-arecd, 
and to let them derive their Bodies from him ; that ſo 
they might live here ſucceſhively one after another, 
in the ſame condition, into which they would infalli- 
bly have thrown themſclves, if they had been Adams 
Contemporaries; fo that the connexion of ſpotleſs 
Souls, with theſe foul and polluent Bodies, is no whit 
repugnant to diyine Juſtice; for GOD herein did 
but inflict that: calamity. upon them, which if he had 
created them in a better ſtate, and given them liberty 
of EleCtion, would afſuredly have been the Fruit of 
their own choice. | 


; $0 that inſtead of reputing it an injury, we have 
reaſon toſenſe it as a ſpecial kindneſs of GOD, that 


'he was pleaſed to take an occaſion from Adams diſo- 


bedience, to Cloath us primarily with theſe collapſed, 
and ruinous Bodies: For it we had Hes our 
lives in vehicles of a finer compoſition, and afterwards 
had vitiated, and diſpoiled them by Sin , like our firſt 
Progenitor, as moſt certainly we ſhould 3 this would 
have expoſed us to great inconyeniencies, which are 
now prevented: For then in the Firſ# place , our 
Manſion in embaſed and diſcompoſed Bodies, we be- 
ing ance joyned unto better; would baye been ex- 

| H 2 ceedingly 
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ceedingly more troubleſome and uneaſy, than how it ' 
is: As it is moſt' grievous to ſuch as have reſided in 
ſtately Palaces,to be confined to naſty Cottages:. And 
moſt intolerable to-delicate livers, to come under:the 
preſſures, and pungent aſperities of anguſt fortunes, 
and adverſe-contingencies. And again it would have 
aggravated, and: ingrandized our Original Sin, and 
rendered: it obnoxious to the ſevereſt penances; 
whereas by this means.-it is extenuated, and made leſs 
puniſhable and flagitious; for we receiving the guilt 
of it at-ſecond hand, by derivation from our Repre» 
Jentative,' it muſt needs be leſs hainous, than if it had 
been contracted by perſonal curvities, and malicious 
declenſions from the Rules of Sanity, into which-we 
ſhould undoubtedly have ſwerved: And fince we 
have both leſs Sin, and -leſs Puniſhment, by our con- 
Jugation- with theſe vile *Oywem, than would. have 
redounded to us, if we had been united to Bodies 
more defxcate; GOD is not ſo w#juſt, as weroifulin 
the Diſpenſation. | 
8. I ſhould here have put an end to this Chapter, 
but that a pert objetion tuggs me by the lleeve, and 
will not be pacified without an Anſwer. It exprefſeth 
' it ſelf in- theſe terms :-If what I preſume of Original 
Sin, be true concerning it; namelythat it reſults im- 
mediately, from the conjunion of the Soul with a car- 
ral Body; then- how could CHRIST. evade the 
pollution of it; and ftand'( as it is certain he did) in 
. a compleat immuniey- from 4t ? 

To this I reply firſt, that-his Body (tislike ) was 
of a more ſedate and-caſtigate temper, and came a 
great deal nearer the pure Adamical Craſis,than ours ; 
apd-upon-this Hypotheſis, he might remain — 

| rac 
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the' vile deformities of Original Sin ,, neceſſarily im- 
printed on our Souls, the Sanguine, Cholerich, Phleg- 
eratick,, and Melancholy. Principles , whoſe uneven 
mixtures and complications-in us, dilpoſe us to vice, 
and betray us to diſorder, met in his-complexion in 
juſt p—_ and an equilibrious ponderancy + fo 
that he felt not the inconveniencies of their inteſtine 
{truglings, and pugnacious dimications, nor of the 
tyrannical puiſlance of one above the reſt; for being 
fly tempered,they ſubſided peacably within him, and 
dwelt together in an amicable concord ; and though 
he could evocate them as he liſted, to the miniſtry of 
their proper funCtions, and cauſe them as he pleaſed; 
to ſerve the ends of Godtineſs, and purpoſes of the 
Spirit z yet they never offered to break forth into vile 
and brutiſh difblaies of themſelves, 'or to ſhoot up 
into any unhandfom-and peccant effforeſcencies; fo 
that though-the Holy JESUS had ſuch-a concupi- 
ſcence planted in him, as is connatural to humanity , 
and alwayes grows up in an inſeparable coalition with 
I& (ſuch as Adam had:in the fate of his Innocence: ) 
yet he might be far enough'from all uncomely deſires 
and appetites, ſinful and exorbitant- 

Or if this be not enough 4 I may farther add, that 
he was Owvrthors, GOD 'as well as Man: That he 
was united to the ſecond Hypoſtalis of the Trixve Des 
Ky; and thereby became of ſo extraordinary and 
ſublimated-an Holineſs;- that-though his ſuſcepted Bu» 
dy were of the ſame conſtitution with ours, yet'he 
could very well extinguiſh, and ſubdue thoſe pernici- 
ous inordinacies of it, from whence Original Corrups- 
tions flow; and with as much eaſe by his ſuperlative 
and prevailing ſanftity, work a tharow ſubaCtion and 
compel» 
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compeſcation of them, to keep his Soul from Sin; as 
he could by his Power, Metamorphoſe the Figuration 
of his Viſage, to ſave his Perfon from violence. | 
9. Theſum of all is this; Adam fo long as he was 
Innocent , was ——__—_— happy 3 but when he 
ſinned his Fall ſuperinduced a miſerable alteration on 
his Body : And whereas before it was of a delicate, 
even, and commendable temper, it made it cumber- 
ſome and unruly,and fadly procreative of tumultuous 
motions , protervous - 5. turbulent affeCtions, 
and vagrant deſires in his Spirit ; from his Loins iſſued 
our Bodies, which being 'made of Adams, were of 
the ſame degenerate nature with it ; and conſequently 
occaſioned the like irregularities, and fatal tendencies 
to z/licit things in our Souls, as ſoon as they were in- 
fuſed into them,which are truly and properly Original 
Sin: And thus the method or way of its wide diffu- 
ſion, and ecxmenick contagion ( without the help of 
Preexiſtence to evolve and unravel the difficulties of 
i ) isrendred obvious and explicit, and that without 
any rude and indecorous juſtling, with G OD'S in- 
violable Equity; for admitting crazed Bodies, to be 
the Seat and deferent of them ( 7. e. of thoſe virulent 
influences which | x caps and kindle them ) it is as 
eaſy to underſtand, how untoward Paſſions, and ano» 
malous diſpoſitions, ſhould be traduced from Adaw 
to his Sons,as it is to conceive how morbifick qualities, 
ſhould paſs from Anceſtors to Poſterity, and any diſtem- 
per prove Hereditary. It therefore there be no farther 
uſe to be made of the Hypothefr, thao intelligibly to 
enucleate this perplexed circumſtance, the epidemick 
and unbounded vagation of Original Guilt, through 
the Souls of Men, and to facilitate the A 
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of itz we need not adopt it into the Articles of our 
Faith, nor rank it amongſt the indiſpenſable Credenda 
of our Religion. 


SERABLRRDBRPABRAN 
CHAT. 

1. The Fourth Argument for PreexiStence , from 
Mens various Inclinations. 2, That theſe can- 
not proceed from any tinflures, imbibed in a 
Former Life; for two Reaſons, 3. But 
are advenient from the Body, Cuſtome, or 
Education, 4. Or it may be from an occult 
and inobſerved Principle , which is ſafe to 
Conclude. 


x. } Paſs now to another Argument, whereby the 

Fayourers of Przexiſtence, would legitimate 
their Phanlie , and' Court us into a credit of their 
Hypotheſis : It is raiſed from the variety of humane 
Diſpoſitions, in reference to Speculations and ingenu- 
ous Praftices;z and is ſet down. to this ſenſe... That 
Mes. inward complexions, are as diſcolor as their 
outward: and the Crafis of their Minds , as multi-- 
form, as thoſe of their Bodies ; that as their are "14o- 
ary=ene owudiruy, Or radical Tempers, proper to thcir. 
Corporal parts; ſo their are Mental and. Avimary. 
Propenſions, congeuite with. their Soils ,. wherewith- 
all they deſcend Sealed and impregnated-1nto the 
World. Thus it is caſy to note, that. ſome Men are. 
ſtrangely. 


arg, 
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ſtrangely prone to ſome opinions ; that they haſtily 
-eraſp and catch at them, and preedily flie and faſten 
on them, at their very firſt Propoſal : Whereas on the 
contrary z others, every whit as Learned as they; of 
-as nimble-parts, and ſolid Judgments, and fpritely 
apprehenſions, heſitate and boggle at them; and 
though they be ſtated to them with an equal clearneſs, 
and backt with the ſame convincing evidences, yet 
they can by 10 means approve and reliſh them, but 
are utterly and incurably ſet againſt them, and their 
averſne(s: to them ſeems to be complicated and wo- 
yen into the very frame and contexture of their Na- 
tures. Now from whence ſprings this intelleual 
'Congruity to ſome Dogewata, and coyneſr and antipathy 
.to others, unleſs their Souls Preexiſted, and fo (lid 
dowa into this ſtate ; prezpoſleſſed with intire atfe- 
tions to ſome Principles, and an ingrafted odinm 
unto others ? 

And the like is obſervable of the Gerinſes of Men; 
that they eagerly propend to peculiar imployments, 
and are ſtrongly vergent to particular exerciſes; of 
which native determinations, and congenerous ten- 
dencies, no tollerable Accompt can be given; but 
that their Souls trod another Stage, before they ap- 
peared on this, and were there addicted to ſome kind 
of Tranſa&tions, anaiogous to theſe which they here 
affect 3 and being much delighted with, and long 
habituated to them then, they ſtil] retain ſome httle 
touches, ſtrictures, and reliques of them ; and astherr 
Reaſon and Faculties, mature and ripen, are here 
awakened into a freſh choice, renewed Love, 'and 
poſtlimineous recovery of them. 
fut, 2+ But againſt theſe confident allegations it may be 
| conſidered 
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conſidered ; Firſt, how:the fore-mentioned propen(i- 
ties are not Univerſal, and blended with the comthi- 
. tution of every Perſon; but are thin ſown and grow 
up ſparſedly, here and there a few, and as for the 
Generalitie of People, they are ſtrangers to them, 
and feel nothing of their ſtrength and prevalence: 
For where there are ffve naturally bent to any one 
kind of Craft, and remarkably taken with any ſpe- 
cial Notions; there are as many 447(/;ons that are free 
to all, indifferent to the reception of any, that arc 
firſt and upon beſt grounds recommended to them; 
and this ſeems to null and evacuate the foregoing 
Ratiocinations, which at firſt view appeared ſo ner- 
vous and forcible : For if ſome deſcend into this life, 
bigg with aptneſles and proclivities to peculiar Arts 
and Theories;why then ſhould not all( ſuppoſing they 
Prxexiſted together ) do the like? For then they 
could not but be devoted every one, tofome certain 
ſpeculations and imployments in that condition z and 
cheſe having gained there affections there, their Souls 
ſhould be ſtamped with permaneat aptitudes to them, 
and as foon as they are capable of it upon Earth, 
fhould alwayes break out 1nto vehement proneſles, 
and delightfull eflayes to thoſe Opinions and under- 
. takings,which are moſt confimilous and proportionate, 
to ſuch as they were Ancient admirers, and Pradtiti- 
oners of: But common experience proves it is other- 
wiſe, and well aſſures us that very few have a natura], 
and ingenite kindneſs, for one Notion or Exerciſe 
above another; but are alike prompt to all, and can 
cloſe affe&ionately with this,or that,or any that comes 
next, and follicits their complyance upoa faireſt terms, 
and moſt rational accompts 3 which makes me ſtrongly 
ſurmile 
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ſurmiſe, that mens ſpontaneous forwardneſſes, and 
complacent leanings to determinate Es in this 
preſent ſtate, are not reviviſcencies, of any Predif- 
poſitions they had to analogous inſtances in a former z 
for then they would not be fo rare and infrequent as 
they are; but all as well as ſome, would phanſie pe- 
culiar Notions and Profeſſions, and we ſhould ſee 
every. one by nature inclining to ſuch Theories and 
Practices, as are moſt agreeable to thoſe they were 
heretofore inured to. | 

But then again, there areſeveral things here below, 
which the Gerinſſes of men purſue and follow ,with 
the hotteſt chaſe, that can have nothing in the upper 
Regions to typifie or reſemble them, in the leaſt ſha- 
dow of anologic; as Planting, Building , Husbandry, 
the morking of ManufafFures, &c, Thouſands drink 
in the. Love of theſe, together with, their Parents 
milk, and are enamoured: on them from-their very 
Cradles; yet I am ſure the affeCtations of. theſe Arts, 
cannot be derived from Preexiſtence; they cannot 
poſſibly. be any. new expergefaQions of dormient pre», 
penſions, or refloreſcencies of obſolete and forgatten. 
Cuſtoms, contracted in a ſuperior life 3 becauſe there 
is nothing parallel to them above, about which Pre- 
exiſtent Spirits could be bufied : For who is ſo phran- 
tick or fooliſh, as to dream Gardening, Brick-laying 
Agriculture, Weaving, &c. Or any callings like them, 
to be in faſhion in the Celeſtial Countries? And if 
Men may have natural deſires, and radicated inclina- 
tions to thoſe exerciſes , which they could not take 
any cognoſcence of, nor of any thing anſwerable to, 
them, 1n the ſtate of Preexifterce ;; it is plain that alk 
the propenlities originally planted. in ther , were tot: 
brought 
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brought from thence: And if not all, what neceſlit* 
of granting that any were? (For where ſome too 
their Riſe,the reſt might do ſo too) and if none were 
drawn from thence, then he that goes about to prove 
Preexiſtence, by this variety of Humane inclinations, 
argues from a talſe Tepick, and his Reaſonings are il 
applyed. 

3. But when I diſprove one, it will be expected, 
that I ſhould aſlign another cauſe of theſe pretty et- 
fects, and point out ſomething elle as a likely Princi- 
ple, to give Life and Being to them : And methinks 
none ſtands ſo fair for this office as the Body, whoſe 
influence muſt queſtionleſs have a great ſtroke, in the 
cauſation of theſe difiimulous propenſities; that it 
can produce effets cognate and equivalent to theſe, 
and ſo probably theſe alſo, 1s moſt apparent. 

From whence ſprings the odd diverlitie of Mens 


Palates and Appetites? This Mans meat (as the Diverb 


runs) is another Mans poiſon; that which I love and 
relliſh with the higheſt guſt, my Companion perfectly 
abhors, and cannot indure to put it in his mouth, 
nor may be to touch it with his fingers : And again, 
what he deemeth moſt delicious, 1s: to me as odious; 
and the very thought of his appetitious Diſh, cloggs 
my ſtomach with a zanſea, and provokes to ſqueamiih- 
nels and loathingsz. that which the Father dotes on, 
the Son abominatesz and what the Maſter accompts 
moſt pure Ambrofia, the Servant heartily detelts ; 
and it movesno more longings in him, than if it were 
a Meſs of condited Night-Sha e,or a Cup of lethiferous 

Aconite, | " 
Whence come our different Judgments:in Hearing 2 
That which is raviſhing melody to me, is an ugly 
I 2 noiſe, 
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noiſe, and offenſive grating to him that ſtands next 
and: what my Friend: eſteems the moft exquiſite and 
delightfull Harmony, moves me to akon ba diſtaſt 
and anger : With what raiſed paſſion, and attentive 
wonder, do ſome receive thoſe deſpicable ſounds, of 
which diſdain makes others heedlets, and ſtops their 
Ears with deafneſs to them? So have I known ſome, 
liſtentothe wild modulations of the Canorons Thruſh, 
as if he chaunted Anthems; and cry up garrulous 
Progne ,- Summers Pediſſequent, for a perfeft Siren: 
Others I have ſeen admire the coaCtions of ſallacious 
Frogs; and applaud the inharmonious rehearſals of 
the one-ton'd Cuckow, as well compoſed conſorts-: 
Some envy the Crave for his harſh vociferations, more 
than Philoxenus did for his extended Neck ; and 0- 
thers marvell as much, at the ſcurvy Hollowings of 
the Weak-ey'd Owl, as the Birds do at her mopiſh 
Viſage, when ſhe peeps abroad by Day-light : Some 
dew the inauſpicious- crocitations of the raucous 
Night- Raven, 5- {weet-noted Philomela's-Muſick, 
and the pleaſanteſt Ditties of: the winged Choriſters ; 
and others had rather attend to the rucfull yawlings 
of J«ns's Bird, prinkt up with varicolour gayeties, 
the ſpoils of drowzie Argus; than the farewell Tunes 
of the ſolitary Swan, when fitting on his watry Hearſe, 
he Sings his own Dirge's : Some again value the Bag- 
pipe-Drone, above the Altiſonous Orgaz, and others 
had. as. live hear the doleſome threnes.of departing 
Clinicks, or piteous out-Cries. of vagient Infants, as 
a Leſſon on the Lyte or Dxlcimer. But not to be tedi- 
ous ; that which to one Mans hearing is Pleaſant, to 

anothers is intollerable. 
And the like may be faid of the reſt of.the a : 
me 
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Some hate the moſt Aromatick Odours , as much as 
the Fumigations of the Death-Bed : Others have had 
their: Skins bliſtered with the touch of a Roſe, as if it 
had been a Plaiſterof Camtherides: And othersagain 
have ſwooned at the ſight of wholſume Diet; and 
that which ſhould have releiv'd their Spirits, has af 
flicted them with a Syncope. 

Now what is the cauſe I'ſay, that-we affect: theſe 
things ſo diverſly ( our Souls: being all alike ) but 
only thatourBodzes differing a little in their reſpective 
Craſeis or Compoſures, ſtrangely vary our Senſations £ 
And if the Body can thus cauſe us, to Love, and DiF 
like Senlibles ; why not as well to Approve, and Dif 
relliſh Trades, and Sciences , which are converſant 
about them ? 

How eaſy is it:to conceive ( me-thinks ) th: t: he, 
whoſe Crafis favours Judgment, ſhould delight in the 
Rimation of Natures Secrets, and the Studies of Phy+ 


fologie, wherein that Faculty is fo uſcfull? And that 


another, whoſe Conſtitutions advantageous unto 
Phanſie, fhould take a ſpecial liking unto 11wſick,, Lins 
wing, Poetry, and Romancing; where Invention is {o 
concerned ? And that a Third, whoſe Temperament 
1s. perfeQtive of Mexrory, ſhould fall in Love. with 
Arithwatique , Hiſtoriography , and Chronology , which 
a tenacious Reminiſcency renders moſt facil and pra» 
Cticable?- And that a Fourth, excelling in none of 
theſe Properties, fhould be indifferemly given to any 
of theſe Studies, and able by an Ingenuous-ſedulity, 
to gain a-competent Knowledge in them all? And 
from-ſome influence of the Body it may very well be, 
( eſpecially if Cyſtorr, or Education be found in con- 
junction with that Corporal prxdominance ) that 
| Aſculapins, 
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AXſenlapins , Mars, Vulcan, &c;' Should have their 
proper Devoto's, and:iZealous Sefatore. L L1'1 

Yea farther, it ſeems very probable to te, that the 
Corporeal part, ſhould ſway.the find itt reference to 
repudiating, or embracing the ſublimeſt , and moſt 
abſtrated Notions 3 whether of Mathematichs, Meta» 
phyſicks, or Theology : Who knows not that the ſound- 
nels of the Intelle®, and the perfection of Keaſor , 
depend much upon the Fabrick, and modification of 
Mens Organs ? -That ſome are perfeCt Innocents, and 
1deots, and others ſtupid Dunces, and invincible Je- 
norants, meerly from the imperteCtion of thoſe alone? 
-And if the Frame of the Body, by its redundancy or 
defeCtiveneſs, can thus pervert the Underſtanding, 

and after the clearneſs and perſpicacity thereof; I 

think we may well pronounce it, the likely occaſion 
of thoſe free intellectual compliances, and ſhie aver- 
ations, which ſhew themſelves in different Perſons, 
to the ſame Opinions; for every one mult conclude 
concerning them, according to their own 1dee's and 
perceptions of them : And the apprehenſions of ſome, 
by reaſon of the reCtitude of their Bodies, being more 
quick and penetrative3- and thoſe of others, becauſe 
of the depravedneſs of the ſame, hebete and torpid ; 
hence it happens, that ſome on their firſt hearing, are 
paſſionate Amoriſts of thoſe Dogwata, which before 
they were unacquainted with, they inſtantly.compre- 
hending their pulchritude and rationality; [while 
others, are fain to ſuſpend their aſſent fora longtime, 
and cannot become their hearty Proſelytes, till they 
have more throughly ſifted their warrantableneſs and 
ſolidity 3 and fo by a {lack and wg - og progrels, 
finally arrive at. the approbation of them. | 
But 
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But whenall perplexigies are quite. unfolded,. arid 
difliculties removed, and; obſcurities baniſhed , and 
the prefented- Theories are laid: naked and bare to 
the underſtandings of Men , and- reaſon pleads for 
their admiſſion into the affeCtions; if then they can- 
not. embrace; and; love them, . but ſtill (when their 
truth and: ſincerityy, is as clear; as-the Aferidiaz Sun: ) 
repulſe and; ſhun them ; yet neither does this at all 
evince, that-their Souls ſunk down hither out of ano- 
ther life, prepoſle(ied- with any prejudicies, againlj 
the propoſed (ſpeculatians :;,For this there ſcrupuloliry. 
gnd trreconciHeableneſs tq them,, may ariſe purely 
from thoſe anticipations, and preconceptions, which 
Oxſtore and Education have inſtiled into them z where-- 
by their affections are.fo infpared,and captivated. with 
extreme fongdneſs-,to adyexſe Principles, that they 
cannot. for theig lives, difcard their old Fayourites, 
to take in novel Sentimentsin their room, though the 
have much greater reaſon to be kindly. entertained, 
than thoſe glozing Sycophants , and leſs veracious 
Principles, which haye ſo long been the welcome 

. - Cuſtome we know is a ſecond Nature ;, an 
if once abſurdities come to be naturalized, by: ule 
and education; it will be hard-to eradicate them,and. 
to. difabuſe the mind from thoſe prepoſletiions ſhe 
labaurs under, though never ſo nonſen(ical and rjidi- 
culous: And if it be-hard to emancipate the thoughts, 
when ſervilely.is{laved.to falſe Prolepſesz it mult upon 
the ſame ſcore be difficult alſo, to make them falten: 
upon genuine apprehenfions of thoſe things, where- 
of they have hitherto been miſperſwaded : For con- 
trery apinions.cannot dwell together in the ſame mind: 
at. once 3. we muſt therefore be. divorced _ the: 
4 3” 
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falſe, before we can be eſpouſed tothe true; and if 
-aCuſtomary dileCtion of ſpurious notions, makes the 
firſt work-uneaſy, it mult neceſſarily make the latter 
{otoo: Wheretore we need not aſcribe our perverſe 
relu&ancies, to cloſe with -palpable Truths , to any 
congemal dillikes orincongruitiesto them , born into 
the World with us; but only-to our non-intelleCtions 
of them; or elſe to our familiarity , and long addi- 
.Ctedneſs-to oppolite Dodrines, whereby we are ob- 
firmed, and holderin an inexpugnable diſatteCtion of 
them: And for the farther confirmation of this, I 
challenge any Man to ſpeak, when ever-he-met with 
an Tngenious Philoſopher, and propounded a rational 
maxime to him, in prejudice of which he never read, 
nor heard , nor obſerved any-thing ; and he did not 
readily own it, .and-without the Jeaſt tergiverſation 
amicably fall in and comply with-it , notwithſtanding 
his ſtiffeſt-natural indiſpolitions thereunto 3 provided 
that he-had full, and right-conceivings of it ? 

4. But when all is done, if this Hypoth:ſes proves 
too weak and narrow, to bottom theſe Phenomena 
upon; if the influence of the Body, Cuſtome and Edu- 
cation, will-not ſatisfaftorily explicate, the great 
diverſity of mens-inſitous vergencies and propenſions ; 
they may then be imputed to a ſecret Canſality, and 
pronounced the effefts of a Latewt and incognite Prin- 
cjiple: And though this may ſeem leſs Philoſophical, 
yet I amfſure it is a far ſafer Courſe, than to deduce 
them from Preexiſtence ; for thus we do but modeſtly 
confefs our own Blindneſs and Ignorance, which per- 
haps at laſt the Seudies of the Ingenuous, may illigh- 
ten and aboliſhz whereas they that Right or Wrong, 
will make Preex:ſtence-the ſource of thele CI + 

an 
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and think they have thereby compleatly ſolved them; 
run themſelves upon bigger Prejudicies, and becotne 
guilty of the Tizkers error, that in mending ene hole, 
makes two;z for while by this means, they ( in their 
own apprehenfions ) bolt one door againſt a Rout of 
Abſurdities, they fling open another to numerous in- 
conveniences, and let in ſuch a train and rabble of 
audacious Errors, as do not only tumult and mutiny 
amongſt themſelves, to the great diſparagement of 
the Hypotheſis; but daringly confront the Chnrches 
Authority, and rudely infolence Religion her (elf, 
contemerating her hallowed Inſtitutions. This charge 
I might make good, by a large Enumeration of the 
Antiſtechal, or inconſiſtent Notions coincident with 
Preexiſtence ; and its huge diſconformities to the H O- 
LY CHURCH, in her profeſſed Doftrines; but 
the digrefſion would be too tedious and unſeaſona- 
ble ; I forbear it therefore, and go on where [ left. 

I fay then, if our bodily Tempers, and the Uſages 
and Afluefattions of Life, in which we have been 
trained up and nurtured , ſeem not a4equate Cauſes, 
of our different Inclinations and Geminſſes ; we may 
ſecurely believe there is ſomething elſe, though we 
connot poſitively determine what, that is concurrent 
to the production of them : And for my own part, I 
am half perſwaded , that the fame aftive Principle 
which Rules in the diverſimodous Nidulations of 
Birds; and elegant Glomerations of Induſtrious Silk- 
Worms, that direQs Ingenious Arachne, in her pretty 
Weavings, and prompts laborious Inſects, in rearing 
their mellifluous Combs : That guides the Brnutes to 


ſuch peculiar Games; and inſtructs them inthe crafty ' 


infidiations of their Preys: That ſows the Seeds of 
K Love 
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Love and Enmity , between things void of Paſſion 
inKind and Amorons Sympathies, and croſs, diſcor- 
dant, fell Antypathies. Some ſuch thing I ſay (though 
I cannot think it that Prodigious Hobgoblir, the Spirit 
of Nature) which produceth theſe ſtrange effects; 
Where the Gemnirs is naturally bent to any ſpecial Ex- 
cerciſe, may put a Bias in the Phanſte, and wind and 
draw it to the fame. 
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CHAP. VI. 


1. A Fifth Argument, from the Preexiſtence of 
the Mefliah's Sul; 2, Refuted. | 


I, HE Next Argument to confirm the Hypothe- 

ſor, is the Preexiſtence of our Saviours Huma- 
2ity : His Soul (fay our Antagoniſts) was in Being iong 
before he aſſumed Fleſh, and aCftuated a Terreſtrial 
Body: He appeared to the Patriarchs of Old, and 
tranſacted with 47o/es, about freeing Trae! from the 
Zeyptian Bondage; and when he had broken the 
Yoke of their intollerable Thraldom, and Jed them 
into liberty z he gave them a Law from Heaven, and 
became their Mighty Patron and Prote@tor, all along 
governing and conducting them , in their tedious 
Marches to the Land of Promiſe. And leaſt this Ar- 
gumentation ſhould fail of ſucceſs, and be rejected as 
an empty Fiction, and vain Conjecture, of the Phan- 
{iful and Opinionative-; it is backt with a number of 
Holy Scriptures, and there 1s ſcarce a Text in the 


facred Book, which ſpeaks of his Deferting his cuy 
IS 
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his Deſcent from above, his ProfeCtion from the Fa- 
ther, and his Return to him again; but is deemed an 


authentick evidence of this Suppolition, that the Soul 
of JESUS exiſted before his Incarnation, 


2. Now not to ſquabble about the truth of this Coxf# 


( which is very doubtfull) I ſhall quickly yield, that 
the Soul of CHRIST was long extent, before it was 
lacarnate. But then certainly this 1s a very rotten 
and lubricous Foundation, for a General Preexiſtence ;, 
and to conclude that from hence, would be an Infe- 
rence guilty of ſhametull preſumption and inconlſe- 
quence: For there are divers ponderous Reaſons for 
our LOR D'S Ipovmgt's, which cannot be alledged 
tor ours. 

As Firſt; He was the incomparable and peerleſs 
Favourite of the GOD-HEAD, and immealurably 
indeared to the HOLY TRIAD: He was '04% 5 


6amris, the BELOVED Sor, and was affefted by 24ar.z 
the DIVINITY, with an infinite tenderneſs, ſuch #/:. 


as no Yds "Arlgoms meer Man, no nor the loftieſt 


Angel muſt expect; and being thus highly advanced 


in the Divine Love, no marvell if he were dignihed 


with extraordinary Kindneſles, and raiſed to a par» 
ticipation of ſuch matchleſs Prerogatives ( of which 
Preexiſtence might be one ) *as were never to be in- 
dulged to the common ſort of Mortals. 

Again, one prime End of his Miſſion hither, was 
to ſuffer bitter and terrible things, for the Sons of 
Men; he was to be deſpiſed and mocked, perſecuted 
and betrayed , flandered and reviled, ſpit upon and 
butteted; he was to be falſly accuſed, unjuſtly con- 
demned, and 1gnominioufly Crucified : And on his 
Croſs he was to bear the Sins of all the World 3 and 
K 2 to 
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to grapple with the wrath of an incenſed Deityz and 
toſuſtain the heavy malediRion of the Law ;, and to 
be made a YiGim to his Fathers JUSTICE, and a 
perfe& Holocanſt to expiate our high offences, and 
attone the Majeſty of Heaven to us; it was but juſt 
therefore that he ſhould Preexiſt, that ſo theſe his 
Paſſions might be uſhered in with a previous Happi- 
neſs; and that he might poſſeſs the Beatitude of the 
Celeſtial Life, as an Ante-preminm, tolweeten and al- 
leviate his enſuing Miſeries. 

But then befides ( for I Study brevity ) it was re- 
quifite he ſhould Preexiſt upon another accompt ; 
namely, that he might be the Head and Husband of 
the CHURCH, to inſtruct and guide it, ſuper- 
intend and moderate the affairs of it 3 that fo thoſe 
Souls, which were in the End, to be bought with the 
effuſion of his Blood, might from the beginning, be 
ruled by his Power and Goodreſs , and live under his 
Tutelary Care and Providence. 

So that grant our Redeemer's Soul to have Preexi- 
fled; yet there being not the ſame Reaſons for us to 
do as he did ; his Preexiſtenre cannot be Concluſwe 


of ours. 
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CHAP, VII. 


1. Another Argument for Praexiſtence, from the 
great Right it does te ALMIGHTY, 
conſiſting of two Branches. 2. The firſt Branch 
urged, 3, And anfwered, 4. The ſecond 
Branch urged, 5, And anſwered. 


r. A Sixth Argument which ſtands up for Przexi- 


ſtence,and offers to maintain its Intereſt, deli- 


vers it ſelf to this effe& ; That it ſpeaks more true and Arg 
hononrable things of GOD, than the Hypotheſis of ime- 
mediate Creation ; and does not beſpatter him with 


fuch foul indignities, as that prophanely throws upon 
him z but clearly wipes off all il|-favour'd Dotches, 
) and uncomely Macula's, wherewith it fJurs his bright- 
- eſt purity, and denigrates the whiteneſs, and ſullies 
the ſplendor of his Glory ; ſo that the Plea divides it 
felf into two Branches : Let usſee how each 1s vibra- 
ted againſt the commune Hypotheſts , and how that 
behaves itſelf in the rencounter, ſo asto come off in- 
vulnerate : for the grand deſign of this Argument , is 
n to ſubvert the opinion of Immediate Creation , and 
then to triumph in its overthrow , crefting Preexi- 
[tence on the ruines of it. Which 


curately coheres with his owa Declaration, of mo g 
X rom 


, 2. In the Firſt place,is conceived (by ſuch as would xz 
have it doſo) to utter moſt Trath of GOD; for it ac- «rg. 
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from his Work on the Seventh Day, and according to 
the Tenor of inſpired Teſtimony,conſ1gns his Creative 

perations, within the ſpace of the firſt Hebdomade : 

ftter which, his Power.of making Creatures ceaſed to 
att, andretired into himſelf for ever , celebrating an 
Holy. Sabbath , never to terminate or expire 3 and 
though it hath been ever ſince imployed in ſuſteining 
the Univerſe,and the various eſſences thereincontain- 
ed, and in mamaging the ſame, in eonformity.tothe 
Rules of exaCteſt Prudence ; yet it hath alwayes de- 
ſifted from new produCtions, and hath hitherto ſuper- 
added nothing,to thoſe primitive Subſtances, to which 
the firſt Senarite, or fix dayes ſpace, allotted being. 
This as the HOLY GHOST by theinfalliblePen, 
of his firſt and great Amanuenſis teacheth, was GOD'S 
method in fabricating the World , he made all things 
together in the Beginning,and never augmented them 
by an after Creation : and this plauſibly argues the 
truth of Przexiſtence, that it is ſo concinnous, and ve- 
ry accommodate to the ſacred Story of the Creation, 
allowing GOD to have compleated the ſame in his 
fix dayes Work , afid then to change his Labour into 
eternal Reſt, Whereas if. we take up the General . 
Faith, we muſt believe quite another thing ; that 
GOD did not put a period to his Works,and inchoate 
his Reſt at ſix dayesend,, according to Scripture evi- 
dence, and the expreſs declaration of the Spirit in that 
behalf; but is daily buſted in Creating Souls, which 
imployment he ſeems to have reſigned thouſands of 

years ago. 

3. To this 1 briefly rejoyn,that the Opinion of Souls 
immediate creation, as to the Inſtance given, complies 
as fairly with the mind of the Bible , as Cy op 

ocs : 


No PRAEXISTENCE. 


does : And as that releaſeth GOD from his Works,at 
the end of fix dayes, ſo does this, though with a lawful 
Difference; for whereas that binds him to ceaſe from 
Creating at all , after the term of {1x Dayes ; this fup- 
poſeth that after that time he acquicſced from creating 
ew Species only . but alloweth him ſtill to multiply 
ſome of their Individuals , according to his own Bene- 
placiturez nor needs this hinder him from ſanctifying 
a perpetual Sabbath in himſelf; for if as great a work 
as this be competible to his declared Reſt, this may be 
conſiſtent with it 5 and we all know, that though he 
Reſts for ever , yet he is daily aCtive in regenerating 
ſouls, which 1s as great a Work as daily to create them, 
and therefore it is ſtiled mary wine, and theſubjett of 
It «e-vizno5 ; ſothat for ought appears, the Hypotheſis 
of Daily Creation belies the Deity as little as Preexi- 
ſtence. But they complain it diſhonowrs him more 3 
how juſtly will be ſeen, when we have heard the 
Charge drawn up againſt it, and its own Apologie. 
4+ The Accuſation is framed after this ſort ; that it 2.8 
puts the Majeſty on high to very ſervile and anworthy *$- 
Offices , and tasks him to ſuch homely and invenult im- 
ployments, as are ſcarce confiſtent with his verecun- 
dous Holineſs : for if that be true, when ever the laſci- 
vious conſent to uncleanneſs , and are pleaſed to joyn 
in unlawful miﬀtures and embraces, G OD is forced 
to ſtand a SpeQator of their vile impurities, and to 
aſſiſt their beſtial pleaſures, with no leſs than a ſpecial 
a& of Creation 3 then when ever any luſtful Mates 
combine to gratifie their vitious Paſſions, and unite in 
ſhameful and forbidden Copulations, Omnipotence it 
ſelf muſt ſtoop from its Throne, to attend their unholy 


practices, and rain down ſhowers of Souls from above, 
to 
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toaCuate the Emanations of their baſe Concupiſcence, 
and all this to a goodly purpoſe : leſt Natures Excre- 
ments ſhould miſcarry, and the Rudiments and Incho- 
ations of life,laid by venereous Wantons,fhould prove 
effete and periſh. And isnot this a fine ſeemly un- 
dertaking for the Great JEHOV AH? to wait up- 
on the Libidinous in their Fornications , Adulteries, 
Inceſts, and Buggeriesz and to ingage his Power in 
Creating Souls, to animate thoſe vital preparations, 

- Which their deteſtable filthineſs miniſters ? Should we 
ſtudy for ever to diſgrace him, and to cohfront his 
loftineſs and purity,by an indigne exerciſe, what could 
we task him to, more ſordid and inglorious ? 

And moreover it condemns him of ſtrange overſight 
aud inſipience, and ſuppoſeth him to af very ineptly in 
many Caſes; in that he often includes the Souls of 
men in inconvenient Habitations, and ſentenceth them 
to monſtrous and miſhapen Bodies, notwithſtanding he 
was well aware of the | papa obliquities, and de- 
formities; this,were it true, would be no ſmall ſcandal 
to his unbounded Saptence, But here again Preexi- 
ſtence vindicates him to the full ; tor that transfers 
the fate of the afflicted Spirits, upon Secozdary Can- 

ſes, and blames their Exorbitancies and miſcarriages, 
for framing their Bodies ſo imperfect and anomalous, 
and then for drawing them down into them. 

5. Theſearethe black and opprobrious Calumnies, 
which onerate the Hypotheſis of Souls i-zmediate 
Creation,jin the ſecond place : It ſacrilegiouſly detracts 
from GODS infinite Holineſs, and foully blemiſheth 
his perfe&t Wiſdom butit is chargeable with nothing 
leſs than theſe reproachful Characters ; and deſerves 


them no more,than that other Opinion, for the juſtifi- 
cation 
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cation andeſtabliſhment of which, it is thus aſperſed. 
What dehoneſtation of GOD'S Integrity , can poſl- 
ſibly reſult from his providing Souls for ſpurious Iſſues, 
more than for thoſe of a legall Generation? He gave 
Mankind a Power of begetting their like, after ſuch 
a manner; and when by virtue of this Power, their 
ſpermatick Principles are fitted for animation, he is 
determined by his own Goodneſs (which from the be- 
ginning preſcr:bed him ſuch an ceconomy, or method 
of aCting) to infuſe Souls into them : And when he 
comes to ſupply their proliftique ſubſtances, with Souls 
from himſclt, he regards not their procreative Appli- 
cations, whether they were lawfull or not ; but con- 
[1ders them barely in their Natwral reſpefts, and fo can 
with as much Honour, and as little infamy to his own 
Sacredneſs, prepare Souls for illegitimate Fetuſſes, as 
for thoſe of an honeſter propogation: For he looks 
upen them as deveſted of all Mora/Circumſtances,and 
as the pure Natural Fruits; of that harmleſs Faculty, 
which He at firſt implanted in his Creatures. "Tis true, 
if People abule this Faculty ,' and make it infervient 
to. diſhoneſt Procreations; in this there 1s filthineſs 
and ſhame enough (becauſe the thing is diametrically 
oppoſite to the Laws of Chaſtity, which ſhould be 
kept inviolate) but then the ignominy and pollution 
Iights upon the Criminals only, and though GOD 
furniſheth the illicit Conceptions , with Souls inſpired 
from above ; yet in thus doing, he isas clean from all 
dedecorous conſpurcations and defilements, as if they 
were legitimate of-ſprings of the Conjugal Bed : For 
he eyes them. only in their Phyſical habitudes,and ca- 
pacities; in reference to which they. are no way fintul, 
nor can.GOD'S attendance-on them be uhpnayrable ; 
* L 0 
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ſo that this Argument againſt immediate Creation, 
might as well have been urged from his vigilance o- 
ver Innocent, as Unlawful Coitions ; they being both 
alike, ſo far as they arc Nataral, and fo far as he inter- 
meddles with them , when he formcth Soils to vivifie 
the produGtions of them: But as our Adverfaries deem- 
ed not the Firſt, a convenient Topick, fo neither do 
I the Latter; for if it be duely ſearched, it will be 
found, to caſt as little indignity , and prophanation 
upon GOD, as Preexiſtence it ſelf To illuſtrate 
this, imagine GOD ſhould Create one Soul, and as 
ſoon as He had done, inſtantly pop it into a baſe-be- 
gotten Body : And then Create another, the matter 
of an hours ſpace before its przcipitation into ſuch a 
Receptacle : Which of theſe ations, would be moſt 
diminutive of the Creators Honour 2 Would not the 
difference be inſenfible, and the ſcandal, if any, the 
fame in both? Yet thus lies the caſe juſt, betwixt 
Preexiſtemtiaries and Vs: We fay GOD inliveneth 
the genital Seed of voluptuous Carxaliſts, with new 
Created Souls > They hold , they were made ſome 
thouſands of Ages agoe; which in reſpe& of GOD, 
and the Eterrity he injoyes, was not an hour before : 
Which of theſe Texets now.,conciliates moſt veneration 
to our Maker ? Do they not both ſpeak things equally 


. worthy, or anworthy of Him? Andif both favour him 


alike, what a doughty Argument is this, to vouch the 
Intereſt of Pr&exiflence, above the other Hypotheſes ; 
by telling us it allows more honourable apprehenfions 
of GOD, than That? What does it ſpeak of him, 
but what k well beſcems himſelf to own, and every 
Good Man to beleive concerning Him? Admit that 
his watebfull Providence, waits upon diflelute volup- 
tuaries, 
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tuaries, in their unmeet conjunCtions, and ſends down 
freſh Created Spirits, to aCtuate their obſczne Emiſli- 
ons; What is here done, which 1s not very high and 
becoming GO D, and moſt congruous and propor- 
tionate, to his immenſe Grandeur and Majeſty 2 Far 
inthe Firſt place, his Condeſcention is hereby made 
ſignal and eximious : He is Gloriouſly humble beyond 
a Parallel; and by his own example, Leſions us to 
perform the meaneſt Works, if fit and profitable; and 
to be content even to drudgefor the common Benefit 
of the World. And Secondly, hereby he elicits Good 
out of Evill, cauſing famous and Heroick Perſons, to 
take their Origin from baſe occaſionsz and ſo converts 
the Luſts of ſenſual Yerlets, to nobler Ends than they 
deſigned them. And then Thirdly , hereby he often 
detects: the lewdneſs of Sinners, which otherwiſe 
would be ſmothered ; and brings them to condigne 
puniſhment, which otherwiſe would be evaded ; and 
makes their exemplary penance and infamy, a notable 
Corre@ive to the like vices in them, that otherwiſe 
would commit them. - Now are not all theſe a&ions 
and concerns { to be illuſtriouſly condeſcenfive; to 
bring Good out of Evill; to diſcover, puniſh, and 
prevent Sin) very graceful and agreeable unto GOD ? 
Yet to intitle him to theſe offices, is all the diſhonour 
our Hypotheſis does him; and therefore I hope, it 
credits him as mich as its invidious Rival, Preexti- 


fence. | 
But I had almoſt forgotten the ether noted blemiſh, 
wherewith-it is ſaid to avile and criminate him : name- 
by, impradence and ftotidity;  forif GOD creates all 
Souls, juſt before they are united unto Bodies, he 
mult incorporate ſome in very incommodious Dwel- 
| L 2 * lings : 
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lings : That is, where there Bodies are disfigured with 
greivous diſtortions, or cumbered with ſad monſtro- 
fities, or mutilated with unnatural deficiencies, or 
loden with ſuperfluous protuberancies and excreſcen- 
cies; to think GOD ſhould immure new Created 
Spirits, in ſuch deformed and. incongruent Bodies, 
would pend hard-up6n the Attribute of his Wiſdom, 
-and be very-exitiousto the Repute thereof. 
; 7 But'T Anſwer in a word ; He that can reſcue himſelf 
from dormitation and prejudice, and with an adver- 
'tent and unbiaſs'd mind, rightly perpend: this gloomy 
paſlage of the Divine Providence; will eafily conſtrue 
It to a better ſenſe. Many of GOD'S Judgments are 


*arttegeinre, deep and inſcrutable; and his Wayes *Avcr 


E1xia5v, invious and inveſtigable 5 and ſo.may:this be 
we are now diſcourſing : When he Creates the Souls 
of men, and immediately conligns to them.i}-featur'd 
Manſions, there may. be vaſt profundities of #3ſWom:in 
the Afﬀair, which our ſhallow-Natures cannot:tatham : 
G OD may. ſend theſe Judgments ov ſome ſecyet En 
rands, and important. meſlages; tothe afflited;par- 
ties, or their neareſt. Relitivesz] and convince their 
Conſciences why: they came, though: the. World be 
unacquainted, 'with the: purpoſes. of their miſſion ; 
Perhaps he may' make them Herelds,.of: his Anger, or 
Monitors of their. fins, . or.Ceſers of their, mapners,. to 


* xeprove .dnd caſtigatethoſeicloſe Enormities, which 


never fell under publique Cognoſcence; or to redreſs 
thoſe apert Extravagancies; which:are offeriſtveunto 
every Eye: It may be he intends them for, Miniſters of 
Good, and: Inſtruments of Mercy; to them.z- for .ex+ 
citements to Vintue,and refrzyations.of Wantonneſsz 
for-wholfome Alexicacs, and commodous ablolutories 


from. 
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from ſinful .pravities, which otherwiſe might be more 
apt.to inctoach upon them; at leaſt this good effect, 
"they may accompliſh. upon all ſuch as are ſpeCtators 
of them,and have their hearts touched with any ſenſe 
of Piety and Religion :-. They cannot. chufe but ſer 
them 3 glorifying ;G OD, and fill their mouths. with 
the lowdeſt Hy»ns of Praife, and tuhe their hearts to 
the higheſt Key of gratitude, in conſideration of-their 
own bodily reCtitude and indolence, and that natural 
ſymetrie and perfeCtion,” which adorns themſelves. 
And fince the incluſion of »ew-Created Souls, in ſuch 
ill contrived and diſadvantageous Bodies, may pro- 
ceed upon fuch-excelkent-defigns of Wiſdom as theſe, 
and others alfo to us indiſcernable; there is no reaſon, 

why G O D- ſhould be blaſphemed with-Zzeptneſs in 
* the Diſpenſation 5! or have! his, Itwogle, in reference 
to it,\called -it queſtion-by infulſe and maledicous 
blaterations, | | 

In fire therefore, this Argument Conludes nothing 
for Preexiſtence,-in as muchas it does not diſcourſe 
moſt plaufibly- of. G © D:: For the :Hypotheſis of im» 
mediate Creation, is every whit: as:veriloquous, and 
ſpeaks as decorow things of Providence, as that., for 
all its bigg'pretenſtons. 

| 
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RRNPROR BROBBERNY 
CHAP, VIII 
1. Another Argument from the joynt ſuffrage of 
the Learned; 2. Anſwered. 3. Why Scrip. 
ture Proofs are ſilently pretermitted. 


I of bs E Laſt Argument for Preexiſtence, which [ 
ſhall take notice of, is founded upon.the 
general conſent of the Ancient Sophy; all which agree 
in the approbation of it, unanimouſly voting, and 
agnizing it to be true. It was the Opinion of the Z#- 
gyptian Gymmnoſophiſts, the Perſian Magi , the Indian 
Brachmans, the Jewiſh Rabbins, . the Grecian Philoſo- 
phers, the Britiſh Drnides, and ſome of the Chriſtian 
Fathers : The Hebrew Sages made it a part of their 
Cabbals, and pretend it a Doctrine primarily delivered 
from their Great Legiſlator Moſes 3 and being Sramp- 
ed with ſuch great and venerable Authorities, it muſt 
needs paſs for a currant Truth. 
2. But to ſtop the mouth of this Sororoxs Allegation, 
I Anſwer; that it makes /an huge noiſe to little pur- 
poſe: Like a Cannon-charg'd with Powder, it goes 
off with a loud report,but does no execution, becauſe 
void of its murderous load. 
For Firſt, I cenceive that ſome of the fore-cited 
Sets, were Perſons but indifferently Learned; their 
Renown did much exceed their Knowledge,and their 
Fame by far out-went their Wiſdom:They were ſome 
of them perhaps, no better than flat Demonolaters, in 
ſtrict League with Dibolical Spirits, and maintained 
r00 


NO PRAEXISTENCE, 


too cloſe an amity and familiar intercourſe, with the 
Areat Principality ; and being favoured and abetted 
by them, they could by Thewrgical Rites, and Inchan- 
tations, do ſtrange feats, and amuſe and awe the Peo- 
ple, by their Sorceries and Necromancies, Magical 
tricks and Przſtigious colluſions; but as for their ac- 
quaintance with ſober Philoſophy, 'tis like it was not 
over deep nor intimate; fo that their Authority, is 
but a flender prop to underſet Preexiſftence withal. 
And in the Second place, that of the Circnmrciſed 
Detors, isnot ſo ſtrong asto bear it up by main force : 
For though they had the Law of GO D amongſt them, 
-and fo had their Minds illightened with a purer ſci- 
ence, than the Gentile Sophiſts ; yet they were friends 
to many groſs and monſtrous Errors, of which in all 
likelihood this was one. The Sacred Volume informs 
us, that ſome of them peremptorily afſerted, Mi 6a: 
Svagoly, wall dyy4h0y, wire wreous. That there was neither 
ReſurreFion, nor Angel, nor Spirit. . And Maimonides 
one of the principal Maſters, beleived. that Immor- 
tality,was the Prerogative of Jxſt and Righteows Souls 
only ; andas for the Impious , they periſhed together 
with their Bodies. And this R. Kimchi [toutly argues 
from thoſe words in the firſt Pſalw. DW 0pPR7 
UBOCE The Vngodly ſhall not riſe, or ſland in the Judg- 
ment : And becauſe it isfaid in the 17.9. of 115. Pſal. 
non mh 52 89) 199m BNM6N ry The Dead praiſe 
wot the LORD, mor any that deſcend into ſilence, or the 
Grave: This forſooth he makes another Proof of it 5 
and from the ſame Text he might as wiſely have con- 
cluded, that every ones Soul is Mortal, and extinct at 
Death, it being ſpoken of the TINQT or Dead in Ge- 
neral, and not of the Improbous alone. And Couſin- 
German 
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German to this was that notorious Miſtake , which 


Elias Levita fets down, for the common Opinion of 


the Cabbaliſis, touching the Mimwluxoc, -or Tranſa- 
rimation , called by them MUT23N 71292 of the Revo- 
lution of Souls: For they Childiſhly conceited , that 
every Soul muſt be incorporated in three ſeveral Bo- 
dies; and the Phanſie they confirm with a proper 
teſtimony Jeb.33. 29. U7W D'QYBb 28 "v8 78 "bo jn 
121 SY See how God Worketh all theſe things thrice with 
Han: And becauſe the word DNR contains the three 
Initial letters, of Adam, David, Meſſeah ; from thence 
they vainly inferr, that theſe three, had but oe Soul 
commune to them all, which firſt dwelt in Adam's Bos 
dy, then in Davids , and Jaſtly in the Xeſſzahs. A 
goodly conjecture, and as likely as that which would 
tetch an Indication of a Trinity, from the ſecond word 
of- Geneſis. RNA becauſe it. is compounded of the In- 
choative letters of M142 M8 nar did they only hold 
the tranſmigration of Souls,. from one humane Body 
to another; but fondly imagined that they paſicd out 
of the Bodies of -Men, into thoſe of Birds and Brutes, 
as A. Bechai declares; To. which pdd and ridiculous 
Phanſfiesi,:I-ſhall adjoyn but one more as-fond, and 
extravagant as'the reſt; I mean their 2INoN 21271 
or- Revolution of the, Cead;, wherewith they were ge- 
nerally poſleſt, firmly beleiving that all the Carcaſles 
of the Fews, interred: out ' of Paleftive., - ſhould- roll 
under ground into the. Holy Land, that fo they might 
riſe in their owr Country , at the day of Judgment, 
together with the reſt of their Compatriots. Now 
they that could fwallow -all theſe abſardicies ,\and 
hundreds. beſides\; without chewing-: ' Why ſhould 
Preexiſttnce go-agaluſt thkir Stomachs 2; Qr what rea- 


ſon 


fn AS an oc fi ao © Fo LI 


NO PRAEEXISTENCE, 's 


fon have we to take it up upon their credit, and to 
beleive it for a truth, becauſe they taught-it ? 

Nor will its being a Branch of the Cabbals, free it 
from the ſuſpicion of falſhood , but rather make it 
more obnoxious to it : For that being delivered down 
by Oral tradition, from one to another, till the days 
of R. Fehxda; who is chought to have firſt colle&ed 
it into Writing 3 no wonder if info long adecurſe of 
time, many counterfeit and ſubdititious things were 
foiſted intoit, and Preexiſterce for one ; all which he 
might publiſh for wergny truths, as thinking them 

rimarily imparted from the mouth of A4sſes, though 
bo never ſpent his breath, in recommending ſuch nu- 
gacities to Poſterity h 

As for the Greciare Philoſophers , and Chriſtian Fa- 
thers that aſſerted Preexiſtence ; though they were 
worthy and famous Perſons, yet their owning of the 
Tenet, 1s not enough to authorize and eſtabliſh it : For 
they could ſpeculate fally as well as others, and pa- 
tronize notorious Errors. . Let any ſober and judici- 
ous Man, but ſeriouſly reftle& upon the ſtrange and 
gariſh whimſies', the toyiſh and abſurd futilities, the 
filly and delirous fopperies of admirable Plato; who 
for his ſtupendious Learning and variety of Know- 
ledge, is all along of his Bzographers , ſtiled ©%, and 
Owanizys: And now adored as a petty Numer, by ma- 
ny Phuloſaphick, Zealots of the preſent Age,. And let 
him conſider the enormous Degmats of inclytous 0ri- 
ger, who Wrote above Nine thouſand Volumes, and 
before whom Plotines himſelf, revering his prudence p;4 p 
and fagacitic, durſt not continue his Le&ure. And phyx. is 
then let bio ſpeak. whether the. beſt of Grecian: Phz- vit. Pl 
loſopbers, and the _ Chriſtian Fathers, 'were '% 

: not 
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not very deceivable ; and might not cafily be miſlead 
in this, as well as in other inſtances. 

Briefly therefore to apply a general Anſwer to the 
Argument : Admit it be an ancient Doctrine,and coun» 
tenanced and maintained by renowned Schollars;yet 
this will hardly prove it true. For the greateſt Clerks 
have faulty Pens, and Write not without their blots, 
The wiſeſt Authors are but Men, and we know hr a- 
zum eſt errare, by their Nature they are fallible, and 
made obnoxious to Hal/ucinations : So that for all their 
conſenting to, and approving of, any ſuch particular 
Notion or Qpinion, it may (till be falſe and erronequs, 
And that the moſt incomparable Yirtuoſoes, have had 
their {lips and Errors, I might demonſtrate by a large 
iaducion of Examples, and weary both my ſelf and 
Reader with their numeroſitie ; but.let us take one 
for all, I mean Des-Gartes; And when I recolleCt his 
unlucky overfights, how he makes all Motion to be Re- 
ciprocal ; and holds the ſame Degree of it to be alwayes 
in the Univerſe; and confidently aftirms that Omnipo» 
tence it ſelf can never effett a Vacuum; but above all, 
when I call to mind this. internecine Hylelatry , and 
bloody dotage upon Matter, whereby he makes:it to 
be «vrexirir@, and ſo opens a wide gap to Atheiſm s 
and at one blow maſlacres all the Brute Animals in 
the World; ſuppoſimg them to be meer. «unuer, or 
Mechanical Engines, indued withino immaterial Prin- 
cipte, but abſolving all their Attions byrvirtut: of the 
ſcite of their Organs, and confirmation of their mem- 
bers; . without the affiſtance of any Soul at all : And 
ſo treads counter tothe mindiof Pythagaras, Flato,' 4 
riftetie,” Eexpedocles, Democritnsr,. Porphyrie, and other 
' noted Antiquities, whip rightly conteaged that ey 

{1 3q- 


NO PRAENXISTENCE, 


had not only Souls, but Souls exalted to ſome degree 
of Rationality, When 1 fay, Irevolve in my thoughts 
the egregious failures of this Excellent Philoſopher 3 
and perceive his Placita. to be ſo faulty and exorbi- 
tant: I cannut but conclude it hugely unſafe, to pin 
our Faith upon any mans ſleeve ;z and that we have 
but little cauſe to acknowledge this Dogma tor a 
Truth, becauſe the Great ones lo:pronounce 1t. 

- And now to draw towards a Conclufion, If there 
have been many of the Learned for Preexiſtence ; yet 
I am ſure there have been as many of them,that never 
ſubſcribed to it: So that putting in one againſt the 
other, we ſhall bring the Ballance to aneven poize z 
and the Argument that ſeemed fo very ponderous, 
will weigh juſt nothing at all. 

3. I ſhould here ww in hand the Scripture Aren- 
zents, which are made to favour the Qpinion : But 
I find the principal of them, Jana Anſwered 
already by an Ingenious Pen; and therefore I ſhall 
ſpare my felt that Labour, 
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1. The Firſt Objeftion againſt Preexiſtence , 
that it is Grounded upon odd preſumption , of 
Heterogeneity in the Souls of Men ; 2, Which 
is very incertain, 3. 4nd alſo Improba- 
ble, becauſe attended with groſs Abſurdities. 
4. The Firſt Abſurdity. 5. The Second. 
6. The Third, 7. The Fourth, 8.. The Fifth. 
9. The Sixth. 


r. } Paſs now to the Third and Laft thing propoſed ; 

| namely to give in ſuch ObjeFions againſt the Hy- 
potheſts,as my haſly thoughts ſhall fuggeft:; And'with- 
out the CunCtation of any preliminary Ambages, the 
Firſt ſhall be this : That it is built upon an incertain 
and unlikely Conje@ure: It ſuppoſeth an Heterogeneity 
inthe Soul of Man ; that it conliſts of a primary ſub- 
ſtance, and a Secondary emanative from that : Of a 
perceptive, and plaſtick part ; in which latter refides 
a triple vital Congruity, to a three-fold Vehicle, vis. 
Ethereal, Aereal, and Terreſtrial. 

2. Now that this is a thing extreamly dubiows, is 
manifeſt : For our acquaintance with Spirits is ſo little, 
and ourignorance of their Nature ſo great, that we 
can pofitively and certainly conclude no ſuch matter 
concerning them. He that pretends to a graphical 
deſcription, a punctual and explicit account, 0 A 6 

nDgs- 


0” WW "SW WH = 


NO PRAEXISTENCE. 


Beings and Properties, does but fondly Platonize, in 
offering at that which is above his reach, and falls not 
within the compaſs of his abilities to perform:. And 
when he hath beat his Brains,and wearied his Phanſfie, 
and tired himſelf in muſing on the imaginary Pheno- 
wena of their Eſſence; and hath-made a ſhitt to coin 
ſome pretty Phantaſtick notions of it, and to conneft 
them together in an handſom Method , and <legant 
contexture: Yet in the concluſion, all will amount 
but to a Philoſophick Legend or Romance ; which the 
Wiſe and Learned will as ſoon believe, as they will 
the famed Exploits of Doz &xixot ; or the pranks of 
noted Hyudibras, The Man that attempts a diſtinct 
explication, of the Nature of the Soul in this life, does 
but tread a confounding Maze, and- loſe himſelf in a 
Labyrinth of difficulties z out of which there is no 
extrication : It is enough if in the next World , we 
have ſuch a Clue of Knowledge put into our hands, 
as will guide us ſafely through the Meandrian flex- 
ures, AnſraFuons Circles, and Sinuous. Nooks and 
Anguloſities thereof. 

3. And that there ſhould be ſuch an Heterogeneity 
in- Humane Souls, as is confidently aſſerted ; is more- 
over a thing very improbable; for it implies many 


prodigious Abſurdities, a Speciflen of which I ſhall 
next relate, 


4. Firſt, if the Souls of Men-be made Heterogene- 


8x5, and their Plaſtick part, be the Seat of a-three-fold 


vital aptitude; this will charge GO D with-great ##- 
kindneſs to them, or unſeemly overſight , in Creating 
them : Not becaule by this frame of their Nature,they 
were made-peccable ( for a meer peccability, if with- 
allthey.had-been inveſted with- a power” of retaining 
their 
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their Innocence, would have been no injury to them ) 
but becauſe they were hereby obliged, and neceſſi- 
tated-to tranſgreſs: Their Will was not fo much in 
fault, thatthey revolted from G O D, as the ſtrufture 
and conſtitution of their Eſſence. Hear the Reviver 
of Origens Opinions, who ſpeaks truth in the Caſe : 
count. They being originally made with a capacity, to join with 
8" this Terreſtrial matter, it ſeems neceſſary according to the 
= Courſe of Nature , that they ſhould ſink into it, and (0 

appear Terreſtrial Men. So that Men by the very mode 
and faſhion of their Nature (ſuppoſing it indued with 
a triple Congruity of lite) were conſtrained to unite 
with Earthly Bodies 3 and conſequently to violate the 
Laws of Innocence, that ſo their capacity of living in 
conjunction, with Terreſtrial ſubſtance, might be a- 
wakened and excited. For without aeceong obli. 
quities, and the practice of Hlicit things, no Soul ac- 
cording to the Hypotheſis of Precxiftexce,can became 
fit to atuate a fleſhly Vehicle : For 1o long as the mind 
is unpolluted, and free trom the contagion of Vice 
and Sin, the Zthereal Congruity maintains 1ts Empire, 
binding up the Terreſtrial one in a dormant condition, 
which nothing can let looſe to domineer 1n the Soul, 
but chicas and immorality : So that if the Natare 
of Mankind, neccſirtated their union with Terreſtrial 
matter, it did alſo as an indiſpenſable Preparative 
thereunto, neceſſitate their Lapſe into Impiety. And 
if the GOD of Heaven Tranſacts at this rate with 
his Creatures 3 if he ſo contrives their Beings, as that 
the very Fabrick, and Compoſure of them , irreſiſtibly 
hales them into unrighteouſneſs , and ſubjeftsthemto 
fin and miſery, I think for giving them ſuch. a Nature, 
He may well be faid to a(t uokindly tewaxtls them, 
which he cannot do. Nor 
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Not will it mend the matter to ſay, he intended 
not that their Plaſtick powers, ſhould zxvolve them in 
ſo great misfortunes : For this were to accuſe him of 
ſtrange Folly and inadvertency; as if when he formed 
Man, he did not mind or underſtand his Frame, but 
fixed a Principle in his Nature #awares, that he never 
meant ſhould be exerciſed and made uſe of: Which 
yet at length exalting it ſelf, againſt the Superior fa- 
culties of his Soul, Naturally and Fatally plunged him 
into Sin, and an Union with the drofſteſt Corporeity. 

5. Secondly, it makes one Created ſubſtance, ge- 
erative and produdive of the Eſſence of another ; 
which in my apprehenſion is a thing impoſiible, it per- 
fetly exceeding the Nature and Capacity of it, to to 
do. There is nothing that I can think on in the World, 
Omnipotence excepted; -that can be the Efficient 
Cauſe of the Effence, of any ſubſtantial Being. 'Tis 
true the Sun is emiflive of light, and the Fire of heat ; 
but I hope none are ſo inconfiderate, asto take Light 
and Heat for ſubſtances : Yet this vaſt and admirable 
power of producing ſubſtantial Eſſence in it ſelf, is 
aſcribed to the Soul of Man, by the Hypotheſis of its 
Heterogeneity, For it I rightly underſtand the Learned 
*Author of the Notion, the Radical, Central, Primary, * g,, x 
and Perceptive part of the Soul, is the object of Creati- 17; 
on - But the fecondary,and Plaſtick flows entirely trom Immo 
that, as an Emanative effect 5 and yet 1s held for a true fairy. 
and proper ſubſtance nevertheleſs. This to mw isa thing #2 

very abſurd and inconceivable, that one finite Sub- _ 
ſtance ſhould beget the Eſſence of another. 1; But that ***** 
which farther perplexeth the Myſtery,-andvrenders it: 
more obſcure and unintelligible is, that the Secandaxry 
ſabſtarice of the Soul, &fers wide/y from vhe —_ 
though: 
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though it be an immediate Emanation of it : For 
whereas the Primary part is Imtelligent, and perceptive z 
the Secondary or Plaſtick,is * deſtitute both of Kcaſow 


e/m- and Senſation, And how this ſhould come to paſs, 


is another great Riddle: For if one Subſtance pro- 

duceth another by emanative Caufality, the Subſtance 

ſo produced, muſt neceſlarily be an Emanation of 
the very Eflence of the Efficient : And it it be an Eſ- 

ſenſial Emanation of it, it muſt be the very ſame with 

it (for the Eſſence of a thing cannot vary from it ſelf) 

and conſequently muſt have all thoſe endowments, 

faculties, and perfeCtions in it , which are exiſtent in 

that. To affirm, the percipient part oi the Soul can 
diſplay it ſelf in a ſubſtantial efflux, void of Senſe; is 
methinks, juſt as If one ſhould ſay, the Solar Orb can 
thine forth beams of Darkneſs, and hath a power of 
darting mid-night through the Hemiſphere it reſides 
in: For Darineſs is not a more abſolute privation of 
the Suns Excellence, which is Light, than ſenſcleſineſs 
is of the perfeCtion of the Souls Central part, which is 

Rationaltty and Perception. 

And among(t other reaſons, this is one, that per- 
fwades me the Material World is not an Emazative 
EffeF of the Deity 3 becauſe then it muſt have been 
Homogeneal with the Divine Eſſence 3 and fo not mat- 
ter, but a Spiritual Subſtance, For that ſuch a -oles 
of Corporeity, ſhould proceed fromG OD, without 
any intermediate att of his, or any other Cauſality , 
but his bare Exiſtence, conſidering he is a Spirit, and 
ſo in a principal Attribute of his Nature, ws. Imma- 
—— may oppoſed unto Body, looks like a flat impot- 

ity. 

6. Thirdly, it overthrows the Article of the Yo.) ; 

ies 
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dies ReſurreFion: For no ſooner does the Soul by 
death quit her Terreſtrial habitation, but according 
to the tenour of this Hypotheſis, ſhe is incorporated in 
an Aerial Vehicle ; and when her vital congruity to 
that expires, ſhe is united to one of ther. So that 
having once put off her carnal Body, ſhe ſhall never 
be reinveſted with it more : And though we are aſju- 
ted by an infallible Word, that Ts +8#g7dr 43m, This very 
Corruptible, ſhall put on incorruption'; and T3 durty Tin, 
This very Mortal, ſhall put on immortality. Yet the 
vouchers of Preexiſtence , as if they felt a degree of 
Inſpiration, above the great Apof#le, tell us bluntly 
there is no ſuch matter. But though virtuous Spitits, 
ſhall at length obtain incorruptible, immortal, and 
Ccoleſtial Bodies z yet thoſe which they now wear,are 
not like to be made ſuch : For it ſhall not be incor- 
ruptible, immortal, and Celeſtial fleſh, wherewith 
they ſhall be Cloathed in the Manſtons of Eternity,but 
ſomething elſe. Thus the Author of that anonymous 
Piece, the Account of 0riger, &c. delivers himſelf: 
That the Body we now have, is therefore Corruptible, be- 
cauſe it is Fleſh; and therefore if it put on intorruptiou 
and immortality, it muſt put off it ſelf firſt, and ceaſe to 
be Fleſh, Page, 120. And again Pag. 125, If the Body 
of Fleſh be a Mortal Body; if it be quickened, and made 
a living and immortal one, it muſt be made ſom:thing elſe 
intrinſecally.thax what it was : But it being Fleſh before, 
it muſt not be Fleſh when it is inlivened too. So that by 
this device of a triple Coxgruity of Life, ingrafted in 
the Plaſtick, of the Soul 3 the ReſurreCtion of theſe 
identical Bodies, which we depeſite at Death, is very 
fairly exploded. For if the Soul hath three ſuch vital 
aptitudes, as before were _— and the Ethereal 
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be the Taſt that is invigorated ; while it is ſo, it is im» 
poſſible that ſhe ſhould aCtuate any other Vehicle,than 
what is of an #thereal Confiltency. In Heaven there- 
fore there is no ſuch thing as Glorified Fleſh , nor con- 
ſequently ſhould our fleſhly Bodies, ever be reſuſci- 
tated in order to Glorification: Yet the word R E- 
SURRECTION plainly implies thus much ; that 
the ſame Bodies, which we leave behind us at our de- 
parture hence, ſhall riſe again in their numerical Iden- 
tity : But then to illude this,we are told a fine Story ; 
that 'Avdguors, is a word of a lax and ambiguous ſienifi- 
cation; that it denotes Etermal Life, or a bleſſed Ine- 
mortality ; and according to this ſenſe and reddition 
of it, we may have a true ReſurreFion', though our 
Bodies after our Analyſis, (ſleep for ever in the Duſt. 
But what a pitifull ſubterfuge, and helpleſs evaſion is 
this? For it *Arezecs, be properly Eternal Life, then. 
whoever partake of the ReſurreGion ( which all the 
Dead ſhall do) ſhould participate of Immortality and. 
Bleſſedneſs : And then what ſhall we make of the #- 
vangeliſts 'Avdgaors 104, ReſurreGion of Condemnation 
ſpoken of St. John 5. 29 And that which farther. 
marrs this Notion of Reſerre@iew is, that our Church 
tics us to believe not the ReſurreFion ſimply, but the 
Reſurre@ion of the _ (which ſurely we cannot Inter- 
pret the Bleſſedneſe and Immortality of the Soul)agree- 
able to what our SA VI OUR profeſieth for his Will, 
St. Johan 6: 40. This is the Will of bim that ſent-ave, that 
every one which ſeeth the Son, and belicveth on hin, mway 
have Everlafting Life ; and T will raiſe hime up at the loft. 
Dey. And what will he raiſe up the Sew/? That riſeth 
into another Life, as ſoon as it departeth this : And 
therefore the Body mult be the fubje@ of the laſt days 


Reſur- 
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Refurrectionz whence by the way we may take nd- 
tice alſo, that ReſurreFion, and Everlaſting Life, are 
not ſynonimous terms, but figaihe two diſtinct things ; 
for believers ſhall have Everlaſting Life given them, 
and be Raiſed up belides. 

7. Fourthly , it confines departed Souls, to very 
Comfortleſs and inconvenient Dwellings: For being 
releaſed from their luggages of fleſh, and toilſome 
burdens of Mortality (though they have done worthy 
things in this preſent State, and cordially ſerved the 
Intereſts of JESUS) yet an immediate tranſition into 
Glory, muft not be their recompence. No, the ex- 
pergefaction of their Aereal Congruity (which rouzeth 
it ſelf, upon their firſt ſolution from theſe cadaverous 
Bodies) prevents their ſo early paſlage to the higheſt 
Regionsz that, as this Hypothelis will have it, juſt 
upon their egref{ion out of theſe terrene ergeſinla, 
catcheth hold on the proximate Air; and forming it 
into ſutable Vehicles, forthwith claps them up therein, 
and ſecures their abode in vicinous places. And till 
they purifie themſelves to ſuch a degree, asto become 
fit for Union with Ethereal receptacles, they mult be 
pent up in this inferiour World, and never think of 
emerging above the Terreftrial Atwoſpbere, Except 
. it be a few of the Herozcally Virtuous, and Men of ex- 
traordinary Goodneſs and Religion (one in a Million 
perhaps) this is the Fate of Chriftzavs mm general, at 
their diſmifſion hence : They are removed but a little 
diſtance fromthe ſurface of the Earth,and muſt Hover 
about inthe Circumflxent Air, till by their own indu- 
ſtry, they can work themſelves up aloft, and gradu- 
ally aſcend into a purer Element. And methinks the 

Air is a very unmect habitation, for Holy Souls de- 
| N 2 cealed, 
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ceaſed, both. in reſpe&t of their Society , and other 
evils, that will their incommodate and. moleſt them, - 
Firſt, their Company muſt needs be irkſome and- 
ingratefull : For the Air 1s the Devils Territory , the 
Seat of his Empire, and Metropolis of his Dominion : 
And therefore he is ſtiled '0 agzov mis iEvoes. 77 d:gos, The 
Prince of the Power of the Air, There the ſupream 
Magnifico, and Principal head of the Demoniacal Body 
keeps his Court,as I may ſay, and fits upon his Throne, 
attended with.his black and grifly Legions : And from: 
thence he iſſues his Edicts, and diſpenſeth his Com- 
mands, to the inferiour Miniſters , and ſubordinate 
members of the Curſed Polity; and theſe again, have 
their under-Agents, which. they conſtantly imploy in 
the menage of their Intereſts, and ſend abroad into 
the ſeverat Quarters of the World, to propagate and. 
eſtabliſh their He; Kingdom, So that we muſt con- 
clude the Aereal Regions to be fraught with Multi 
tudes of malignant Gemiz, that are continually paſling, 
repaſhing, and flying about from one place to another, 
upon. miſcheivous Errands and Deſigns ; and let the 
ſeparate Souls of Good Men beſtow themſelves where 
they can; yet ſtill ſo long as they are within the ambit 
of this fuliginous Air, they muſt alwayes be mingled. 
with theſe lewd and malevolent Spirits, that will per> . 
etually be intruding into their company. And though 
Ras) has ſo hampered the malice, of this Rebel 
Rout, that they can by no means harm and injure. 
them.: Yet-to be peſtered and haunted with their evill 
efence, and: to have them inceſlantly. ſuperintend- 
10g,.and inſpeCting their Aftions ; obſerving and pry- 
ing into their carriage 3 mocking and ſcoffing at their. 
Religion:, and. the likez. mnſt needs be —_—_— 
urgen- . 
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burdenſome and offenſive to them : As it would be 
to the Righteous in this Life,to have their. inſolent con- 
tumelious and: implacable Enemies , alwayes at their 
heels,to watch their behaviour, and take cognoſcence 
of their doings, and to deride, and reprobate them 
upon all. Cllans 

But beſides, if they be cooped up , within the 4t- 
woſphere of the. Earth , they muſt he obnoxious to 
many violencies and extremities, from Natural cauſes : 
ſometimes they will be parched with intemperatc 
Heat , ſometimes almoſt frozen with exceſlive Cold; 
according to the Nature of the C/;mates they inhabit : 
Semetimes the Air is cloyed with. ſmokie Fumes and 
Vapours : Sometimes filled with foggy Miſts and Ex- 
halations: Sometinics conſtipated: with Denſe and 
Ry Clouds, which.every foot diſcharge themſelves. 
19 hideous Storms and:Dempeſts ;. in flaſhes of Light-- 
ning,.and claps-.of Thunder ; in ſhowrs of Rain and 
Hail, e&#c.'Andif theſe in their rapid deſcent, chance 
to pervade their diepharoxs Bodies, they. muſt needs: 
put them to-intollerable torture. For their airy 'Ve-; 
hicles, being as intimately united to them, as our Ter-- 
reſtrial. ones are to us; for them to have their tender: 
Bodies ' pierced and dilacerated-, with boiſterous: 
ſhowrs of Rain or Hail, will be all one in point of mi-- 
ſery, as if we ſhould have our Bodies, transfixed with: 
Darts and, Arrows,. or ſhat through with little pellets 
of Lead or Iron: For look. what execution theſe do: 
upon our, the ſame they. do upon their. Vehicles. 

To avoid all. theſe. annoyances therefore,. there is- 
an expedient propoſed , which I cannot but ſmite at, 
while I fet-jt down; it is this:. When they foreſce- 
Storms approaching, They. might take ſbelter as: other-. 


living: 
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living Creatures doe, in Houſes bekind Walls, in Woods, 
Dales, Caverns, Rocks, and other obvions Places, A 
pretty conceit, and fit to make fport, for ſuch as can 
think it worth the laughing at. As often as the Hea- 
vens lowr, and ſcow! upon the Earth with an angry 
Countenance; the poor harbourleſs Souls, muſt pre- 
ſcatly betake them all to their ſhifts: Some ault ſhrig 
into dirty Stables; others muſt crowd into hotlow 
Trees; others muſt ſculk behind rotten Hedges ; o- 
thers muſt neſtle into Cony-burrows; and not dare to 
look out till the Storm be over , for fear they be rapt 
on the pate with Rain-drops, or have their Tiffany 
Veſts blown off their backs, with the rofling Winds 
that threaten them: Others muſt ſneak under the 
bellies of Cattle, to ſave themſelves from the Wea- 
ther ; and others muſt ſqueez through the Key-holes 
of Doors, to get into mens Houſes, watefs they durſt- 
venture down the -Chimneys,. oricrawl up the -Sink®' 
holes. Bur not to be too impertinent : All the pro=” 
viſions they can make for themſelves, will not ſecure 
them from one inconvemence; the frequent returys 
of Night and Darkpeſs : For once in twenty four hours, 
they muſt neceſlarily 1oſe the Light and Influence of- 
the Sun, .and be inveloped in the conical ſhadow of 
the Earth 3 where unleſs it be the rays of the twinkling 
Starrs, or the languid beams of the pale-fac'd Meon 
(whichin every #nterluninm, orconjunttion with the 
Sun, abſconds her felf) they have no light at all, to 
guide and cheriththem; ſo that except they can ſee 
in the dark (which I preſume they cannot, becauſe 
then their 2»fve Orgars would be bright and radiant, 
and viſible unto Meri, as oft as they come near, or paſs 
by themin:the Night-time) their condition'in thisre- 
ſpeQt,is excceding forlorn. Where- 
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Wherefore it is to be hoped, there is a better phhee 
of refidence, prepared: for Divine and Holy Souls, 
when they relinquiſh this, than the Air. And thus 
much, I thiok i eaſily colligible from the inſpired 
Writings; in the 23..of St. L«k#, we read of a flagiti- 
ous Malefattor upon' the Croſs; and how he there 
commenced'his-repentance, juſtat his Death ; fo that 
he could not poſhbly arrive, at ſuch an intrinfick and 
habitual Purity , before he was diſlolved.; as accor- 
ding to this Hypotheſis, is requiſite to fit a Man, for 
an 1mmediate aſcent to the ſublimeſt Regions, and 
the animation of an A#thereal! Body : Yet our Bleſſed 
SAVIOUR there tells him, this day thou ſhalt be with 
re ine Paradiſe : And that Paradite, is a place diſtinct 
from, and more excelient than the Air; may be ga- 
thered out of the twelfth Chapter, of the ſecond &- 
piſtle to the Corinthians ; there the Apoſile informs us 
of a Man, caught up*£0 Telrs vears, into the Third Hea- 
ver ; which at the fourth Verſe, he afftirmsto be Pars 
giſe : So that Paradiſe muſt be the Third Heaven ; that 
rs the moſt lofty, and glorious Heaven of 'all : For it 
is denominated the Third Heaven, notratiove numers, 
but dignitatis. As we lay, that Man is &&rice Happy, 
and thrice Bleſſed, whoſe condition is moſt proſperous 
and fortunate. So Paradife is {aid to be the Third 
Heawer,, as being the moſt 'cminent ,. and fuperiatine 
w Dignity and; Excellence. And for the ſame reaſon 
it & termed D007 BD The moſt Heauerly Heauens. 
I. Kings 8.27. Palm 148. 4. Now if this Penitent 
 Theif, whoſe GandGtity, ( by reaſon of the ſhort ſpace of 
trme, intercurrent betwixthis Convarſlionand depar- 
ture ) was very imperfe& 5. was notwithſtanding grar- 
lated into Paredife, the Third. Heaven, or Sedes Bea- 
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forum, upon the day of his Crucifixion: it is dear 
from hence, that not only the eminently, and heroi- 
cally Virtuous; but alſo the competently, if ſincerely 
Religious, ſhall inſtantly upon their ſeparation from 
the Body , be admitted into the moſt Bleſled place, 
and perfect Felicity, that they can be capable of, be- 
fore the General ReſurreCtion and Final Judgment, 
and if fo, the Aereal Regions can be no permanent re- 
ceptacle of them after Death; nor have they ſuch a 
Congruity in them , as does fatally Chain them to 
Airy Bodies, and fo neceſlitate their abode in thoſe 
places : If they had, our Church 1s guilty of vile un- 
charitableneſs, in thatſhe does not ſupplicate for the 
Dead; who then are in a capacity of Lonceing them- 
ſclves by virtuous endeavours, and our interpellations 
for them might help conſiderably rowards their im- 
provement. | 

8. Fifthly , it ſuppoſeth Aden may Dye more than 
once: For as many as are forced into the other 

World, while their Terreſtrial Congruity 1s inthe 
height of invigoration, have no other remedy but 
to return hither, to get its 'Petzlance quelled and aba- 
ted; for ſo long as that continues ſtrong and przdo- 
minant, the two other aptitudes are conſopited and 
benummed;' and therefore they cannot unite to Ae- 
rial, or Zthereal Vehicles : Nor can they meet with 
any Terreſtrial ones,in which to have the invigorated 
Principle caſtigated and debilitated , unleſs they be 
Born arew 4nto this Life, and tread that Stage again, 
of which they were turned by a premature exit: And 
ell a fit opportunity idvites them to re-enter it, they: 
muſt reſt, GOD: knows where, ina ſtate of filence 
and ſtupiditie. This one of the Champions of Preex- 
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#ſtence delivers in plain terms, though in a ſceptical See Lu 
manner. Thoſe that paſs out of theſe Bodies, before the Oricnt 
Terreſtrial Congruity be ſpoil d, weakened, and orderly '* P«g* 
unwound ; muſt return into the ſtate of inadivitys For & 
the Plaſtick in them, is too highly awakened, to ina@uate "_ 
only an Aerial Body 5 and there being no other more con- 
gruow, ready at hand for to enter; it muſt needs ſtep 
backinto its former ſtate of inſenſwility, and there wait 

its turn, til: befitting matter call it forth agin, into Life 

and Adion. All therefore at lealt that dye Infants, 

or by violence, their Earthly Congruities being nut 
orderly unravel'd, and naturally dijolved and extin- 
gxiſhed ; muſt back again into this World, time after 

time, till they hit upon mature and kindly expirati- 

ons: So that it ſeems Preexiſtence and Tranſanimation 

go hand in hand : And the Sam7ian Philoſopher might 

not be ſo much miſtaken, as ſome think he was, when 

he Sang of himſelf, 


Trojani tempore Belli, 
Pantheides Euphorbus eram, — 


For the Trojan falling by the hand of Menelaws, and 
his diſpoſleſſed Soul being to ſeek for a Body, might 
haply wind it ſelf into Pythagorgs's: Burt ſurely then 
Interpreters are groſly out, in their Expoſitions of that 
ſpeech of St. Pauls, It is atpointed for men, once to Dye. 
' And the Holy man was hardly aware of what he ſaid, 
when he told his Friends, —WBDD2 MID") her the 
gears of number are come, I ſhall go the way I ſhall not 
- returns, For, for ought he knew, he might have been 
cut off by a violent Death, and then a remigration 
hither would have been inevitable, or elſe this Hypo- 
thefis is falſe: And were it true , it would give but 
ſmall + 


No PRAEXISTENCE, 


ſmall incouragement to Martyrs. and Souldiers, who 
lay down their Lives for Religion, and their Country, 
to think that as a recompence for their Magnanimons 
Pieties, they ſhould be remanded back into this mi: 
ſerable ſtate, where perhaps they may dye in the ſame 
Circumſtances again,and fo Jay a new train of infelict- 
ties, and entayl upon themſclves a freſh calamity : 
Though I doubt not but it would render Malefa- 
ors, exceeding venturous and daring in their nefa- 
rious Atcheivements : And when they are apprehend- 
ed, and fentenc'd to ſuffer Capitally for their delin- 
quencies, it would chear them hugely, and make them 
jogg on merrily to their Execution, could they be- 
lieye they ſhould only fleep a while after Death, and 
then recover their forfeited lives again : They would 
never ſcruple to Rob and to Kill ; nor when they have 
done, dread the Ax or the Halter, did they think that 
nothing would follow, but a ſhort interciſion of life, 
and then a recuperation thereof, whereby they ſhall 
be inabled to reſume the practice of their ſo gently 
mul&ed Villanies, and to commit them over again, 
for the ſame Puniſhment. 

9. In the laſt place, it makes the Glory of Heaven 
Tranſient and Amiſſtble: For grant that Millions of 
Souls, reaſcend the #thereal Elyſmm, and be inſtalled 
anew in their Priſtize beatitudez yet if Preexiſtence 
ſpeaks truth, they injoy no more now, than what they 
poſlefied long ago: And the ſame enticements, that 
tempted them to Sin, and betrayed them to miſery at 
firſt, may do it a fecond time: For their condition 
being but the ſame 'it was, "they are hable toibe 
wrought upon by the ſame ſeducements; thar before 
trepann'd them out of it, What though at preſent 

the 
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the Plaſtick be tamed, and ſubjugated, and the In» 
telleftual Powers, be lively and vigorous? Yet in 
tract of time their ſenſitive faculties, that are now 
wound upand laid aſleep, may revive and ſticr afrefh. 
When they have ſnored a while, and taken a confide- 
rable Nap, they may ſtart out of their drowzie Fir, 
and becoming regnant as once they were, exile them 
from the Kingdom of the Bleſſed ;. 'tis like the Phan- 
ſiful Platonift can delight himlelt 1n thinking, it ſhall 
be thus indeed : That the Rational and Plaſtick prin- 
ciples ſhall act by turns through endleſs Viciſlitudes, 
and rule alternatim in the Souls of Men to infinite 
Ages; the one (till lagging and intermitting , when 
the other are moſt intended. But then the Great 
Queſtion will be, how theſe Spirits, when they have 
deſerted their happineſs a ſecond time, ſhall be able 
to regain it: For though the Sox of GOD came 
down from Heaven, and ſuffered once for our Re- 
demption ; yet to imagine that he ſhould reſtore us 
again, by the ſame means; and as often as we fall, be 
Crucified for our recovery, would be a ſtrange ſur- 
miſe, and Contradictory to the Scripture. 

I could reckon up ſeveral other Abſurdities, of the 
like Nature with the przcedent 3 but becauſe I think 
thoſe already ſpecified, are more than enough. to e- 
vince, that the Souls Heterogeneity, as above ſtated, is 
but an empty fictions and not ſo much the Daughter 
of Truth, as the ſpurious IfJue of a working Brain, 
and too parturient Phanſie : I here take leaye of 
this Qbjection, and proceed tothe next. 
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BRVBROGD PRPABHRAYN 
CHAP, IL 

x, Another Qbje&ion againſt Precxiſtence, 4 
our utter forgetting it in this Life. 2. A 
tripartite Evaſion of the Objefiion propounded. 
3. An Anſwer tothe firſt Part, 4. An Anſwer 
to the Second Part. 5. An Anſwer to the Third 
Part of it. 

F- T Hat which inthe Second place makes againſt 


Preexiſtence is, that men upon Earth, are x0 
whit Conſcious to themſelves of their living in a former 
State , nor of any thing therein repreſented to them : 
'They remember not the Polity there eretted and efta- 
bliſhed 3 nor the Laws there enafted and ordained ; 
nor the Cuſtoms there uſed and obſerved : The ſcitu- 
ation of their Dwellings, the fafhion of their Bodies, 
the nature of their Imployments, the manner of their 
Converſe, and'the quality of thety Company, are all 
clearly out of their thoughts; nor can they for their 
hearts-re-call them. And it ſeems incredible, that we 
fhould have injoyed' a Blefled life, before our banith- 
ment into this, where we had our Reaſon perfect,and 
our Faculties entire; our Spirits paſſive, and our 
Minds attentive (ſuch as now they are ) apt to enter- 
tain the Scenes of things, with ready notices,and deep 
reſentments; and yet bd our whole continuance 
here, be unable to <aner— and pive the leaſt ac- 


count of thole commune occurrencies, which were 
| there 
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there moſt frequent and obvious tous. Had weever 
inhabited the &thereal Paradiſe, it would ſcarce have 
been forgotten; we ſhould (till have kept old Records 
of it, filed in our memories, which though they might 
have been much oblitterated and defaced, yet a cu- 
rious ſearch and examination of them, would diſcover 
ſomething in them legible, as to the ſplendor and rare 
Felicitics of the place. 

2. But to take off this ObjeCtion it is Reply'd ; that 
the Souls of Men in their deſcent from above, run 
through all thoſe Irconveniences, that are moſt Preju- 
dicial and Pernicionus unto Memory : And therefore 'ris 
no wonder they forget the Circumſtances of the S»pe- 
riour Life ; Nay, it would be a miracle if they ſhould 
do otherwiſe. 

The things moſt fatal unto Memory, are obſerved 
to be Three. viz. Want of being reminded of a Matter. 
Deſuetude, of thinking on it. And Extraordinary change 
in the Body. And of all theſe there isa joynt influence, 
and moſt eminent concurrence, to blurr and eat out 
the fair Ideaes, and memorial Characters of things, 
wherewith the Soul was ſtamped and impregnated, in 
an higher State : So that the Evaſion contains three 
Creep-holes, out at which the Defenders of Preex#i+ 
ſtence would flink away,and flily convey themſelves,to 
avoid the force of this Objection : But Þ think the m- 
ces may eafily be ſtopped, and their <ſtape prevented: 

3. For though the fore-cited accidents, which are 
confeſledly diminutive and deſtruttive of Memory , 
betide us in our Confinement to theſe fleſhly Priſons; 
yet they are not ſufficient to aboliſh our Remembrance 
of our ancient Condition, and to fink us down into 
a perfect Oblivien of all the paſlages and: concerns 
thereof. Firſt, 
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Firſt, the want of being reminded of them, 1s not 
enough to doit. There are many trifles in the World, 
which paſling but once under our Obſervation, cleave 
faſt unto our memories ever after; nor can we finally 
eject them, though we never meet with any like oc- 
currencies, to revoke them into our thoughts: And if 
our haſty notation of meer trivials, can cauſe fo per- 
manent impreſſions ; we muſt needs be more retentive 
and memorious, of thoſe Objects that entertained our 
notices above, For their Glory and remarkableneſs, 
could not but draw us to ſolemn and ſtudied animad- 
verſions of them 3 and our long continuance amongſt 
them, induce us often to reiterate the ſame, and ſo fix 
them Eternally in our minds. And indeed were theſe 
two particulars but well conſidered, what ſumptuous 
and affefting Objects, adorn and beautihie the #the- 
real Pallace : Arid what a tedious while we ſpent (ac- 
cording to the Platonick, Hypotheſis) in converſing with 
them,and muſing on them, in viewing and re-viewing, 
and paſftionately admiring their ſplendor and magni- 
ficence z that we ſhould forget them all, for lack of 
being Remembered of them, would ſeem impoſlible. 

But to come cloſer to the purpoſe ; this firſt member 
of the Evaſion, we want opportunities, and occaſions 
to re-mind us of our Preexiſtence is a pure pretence 
and palpable Figment, For imagine the ſuppoſal were 
true,that we were once looſe from theſe uncaſy Cleds, 
that now affi& and burden us; and free to. Range 
through the tranſparent Skies, 1n company with glit- 
tering Angels: Admit we were once near Neighbours 
to the Sun, or dwelt in thoſe Serene and Lightſome 
Cotntries, ſcituate beyond the Courſe of Saturn : Yet 
is the Scene of that World, ſo different from this,that 
there 
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there is no reſemblance at all between them? Can we 
here eſpy no Analogous Objects, to be fit Aſemorandums 
of thoſe, with which we were there acquainted ? Cer- 
tainly here are ſome very conl1milous to them (if not 
the Ce) the occurſions of which, could not poſſibly 
miſs of bringing them to our mind, if they were more 
than Pharntaſtick and Imaginary: For grant we were 
once poſleſled of thoſe Remote and Lxcid habitations 
now mentioned ; What inall likelihood, was our Im- 
ployment there ? Was it not to contemplate and adore 
the Deity? To mark and ſtudy the Works of the Cre- 
ation? To ſearch and dive into the Phenomena of Na- 
ture? And to entertain one another with friendly 
Converſe, and the profitable diſcourſes of Religzon and 
Philoſophy? And it theſe were our Excerciſes, in the 
Athereal Tracts (as without diſpute they were) to ſay 
we are here deſtitute, of apt Mementoes of our living 
there, would be a complaint unjuſt and frivolous : 
Becauſe we are ingaged now, in the very fame affairs, 
that we then attended; which undoubtedly would 
revive our Memory of them, if they had ever of old 
been familiar to us, and conſequently of our Native 
Stations, wherein they were practiſed and often re- 
peated. And beſides, if the Advocates of Preexiſtence 
deceive us not, they have given us a juſt repreſenta- 
tion of the place of our firſt abode; of the Bodies 
Fe wore, and of the Cauſes of our denudation of them. 
Arid theſe agaib-are fair hints, and proper Ttemrs, to 
remind us of that place, and thoſe Bodzes, and the e- 
vill Contingencies,that deprived us of both : But lince 
notwithſtanding we are thus prompted to it,' by vari- 
ey of occaſions, we can'remember nothifrig of our 
Primrtive Life's it is flrewd3y'to be ſuſpeted;; that it, 

| together 
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together with all the Circumſtantiations thereof, is 
but Fiftitious and Poetical. 

4. Nor Secondly, will ſuch a deſuetude of thinking 
on the occurrencies of our Priſtize State, as is pretend- 
ed to ſeize us, in our deſcent from thence, be able to 
expunge and raiſe them out of our Remembrance: 
For it 1s not ſo much a bare diſ-uſe of ruminating on 
things, that makes us forget them; as the Ebullition 
of treſh thoughts, and new. Phantaſms into our minds, 
which daſh out all former Images, and repreſentations 
there delineated. So that I am apt to rom it a 
Man ſhould fall into a profound {leep, and reſt ſecurely 
in the ſame, for many years together ; . yet at his evi- 
gilation, he would find his head fraught with lively 
1deaes of ſuch things, as he praiſed and obſerved 
before his repoſe. And the probability of this me- 
thinks, is ſomething warranted, by what hath happen-' 
ed-to Chronical Sleepers; whe having lain for ſeveral 
Dayes, yea Weeks together, in the Arms of dull and 
keavy flumbers; at their expergefaCtion, have return- 
ed inſtantly to thoſe negotiations, they had in hand 
when they fell to reſt, and have related exattly how 
they left them in every little Circumſtance. If there» 
fore in deſcending from the upper World , we were 
intercepted (as they would nh us believe) in a ſtate. 
of ſilence, and kept bound a while in the Chains of 
ſenſeleſsneſs and wurrghe 6 and:an abſolute ceſſation 
from thioking on /all paſt concerns; yet. there is no 
neceſlity from this, of our being overwhelmed with 
a total Oblivion of them : For we meeting in that ſtate 
with no new ſeries of cogitations,to diſturb our minds, 
and diſcompoſe our memories, and crowd out;thoſe 
Notices,that before were fixed and recorded in mo” ; 
they 
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they cannot be worn off, by.a meer deſuetude of re- 
fleding on them 3 eſpecially confideriog they were 
deeply radicated, and that this deſwetude was but 
ſhort and tranfient : For though Lapſed Souls may 
( as the Pletonifts conceive) remain a long time in a 
ſtupid and inert condition; yet if the time of their 
lodgio there ( according to their own computation 
of it The compared with their abode ( as they mea- 
ſure it ) in the ſpatious £ther, it will be very incon- 
ſiderable; ſcarce bearing the proportion of an hours 
lleep, to a dayes wakefulneſs: And asit is impoſlible 
that an hours lleep ſhould blot all that buſineſs. out of 
a Mans mind, which he diſpatcht the' whole day be- 
fore: $o it is improbable, that their lying dozed a 
while in the Air, ſhould rob them of the Remem- 
brance of thoſe ,Traoaftions, about which they were 
imployed all the. precedent part of their life ; Or if 
the Aerial pernofation, be not generally thus ſhort, 
to\all that drop into itz. yet ( which will ſerve our 
: a it is cmnge oy to be ſome: For as the 
Grand Propugnator of the Opinion conftetſeth, man 
by the procuration and afliſtance of the Spirit of Na Se D* 
ture, way be fetcht from the pureſt Ethereal Regions, hi, 1m- 
into a Humane Body, without ſerving any long Appren- mor, 8 
tiſbip in the intermediate Air : And conſequently then, 3-C+13, 
they ſhould be able to bring ſome intelligence with 5 10. 
them from the other World, they deferting it: ſo late- 
ly, and their deſuetade of thinking on the affairs there- 
of, being not very laſting: 

5. To the third cauſe of forgetfulneſs above noted, 
I Anſwer,z that though extraordioary Changes in Bo- 
dy, be LebefaGive, of Memory 3: yet it:does not fol- 
low- that ths Souls tons of her: Vehicle , ſhould 


throw 
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throw all thoſe: objefts out of her mind, the memo» 
rative ſemblances of which, were there 1immed our 
(as I may fay) and piftured : For her egreflion out 
of cne Body, and ſuſception of another, fitly 
prepared to entertain her, is not ſo banefull unto Me- 
mory, as divers Mutations, to whicttthis Earthly.Car- 
caſſe is obnoxious : And though external Caſualties, 
Diſeaſes, and Semitade, work not ſo great a Change; 
yet they may be more diſadvantageous to that faculty, 
than Death it ſe}, which diſſeizeth us of our-Body. 
This'I-krow our Adverfaries will not allow of : They 
tenaciouſly hold the contrary 3/ that theidiſlodging of 
the Soul out-of the Body, is more hnrtfull ro the Me- 
mory, than thoſe Changes whioh are ſaperinduced to 
it: 'And hereupon they' conclude , that if Changes 
wrought in the Body, by: old Age, Sickneſs, or Difa- 
ſters, can root out the 'Memory of things in this/life, 
as they-have' ſometimes done; - ther» much betcer may 
the: Memory of Preexiſtence, be done away by the 
"Souls deſcent out of that ftate, becauſe therein ſhe 
undergoes a bipger Change, being forced to forfake 
the Vehicle; ro which ſhe was united 5 but! I ſhalt 
hardly be brought over to their perſwaſion'; for 
though Changes in Body, may often imbecil}, and 
ſometimes utterly diſpoil the Memory of things paſt ; 
et it is not neceſiary, that the Souls Changing of her 
y, ſhould therefore do ſo, becauſe it is not fo 
mjurious to her Faculties : For the aforeſaid evills, 
Violence, Xgritude, and Senility, may occaſion a 
leiſure of the Organs, or Difteniperature of the Spi- 
rits, uſefull and fubſervient to the Suprearh and Intel- 
kCtual Functions; and thus Memory muft needs be 
weakened and deſtroyed ,till the inflited miſchief be 
repaired, 
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repaired.\iAnd no wonder; for ſo even Reaſon it ſelf} 
by accidental rudeneſles and miſchances,may be much 
debilitated, yea: quite ſhattered and diſſolved into 
brutiſhneſs - pbrenſie : But ſince it was not fo ſerv- 
ed, by our Removal into theſe ſquallid Dungeons z 
from thence what I ſaid even now, is fully verified : 
that if the ſuppoſed Paſlage of the Soul, out of a 
Preexiſtent Body, were real and true, yet it could 
be nothing fo prejudicial to her, as ſome Changes that 
are Incident to this Body, during her reſidence here : 
If it were, not only our Memory, but Reaſor too, 
ſhould have been catheired and loſt, by our migrati. 
on out of thoſe Vehicles we formerly actuated, into 
theſe which we now inliven; but that (till remaining 
ſound and entire, and ſpecificating our being by its 
eminencein us; it is manifeſt (I ſay ) that the wroag 
and violence, ſuſtained by Preexiſtent Souls, in the 
Charge of their habitations, is not ſo great as that 
which they ſuffer, from the tragical Diſorders that 
frequently affli& their Earthly Tabernacles: And 
therefore though ſome decays and ruins, which fall 
out -in thoſe, may denude Men of Memory, by per- 


verting the frame and conſtitution of them yet it ' 


does not follow, that their firſt immerſion into them, 
ſhould Cloud them with a black 0bliviox of that lite, 
which they are preſumed to have ſpent: on high :. For 
then they ([iding ;peaceably out of one Body into 
another,, whoſe Organs were rightly framed, and, 
Spirits duely tempered, their bare tranſlocation could 
not be effective of ſuch a thing; if it could, the 1m- 
mediate conſequent of it would be monſtroutly ab- 
ſurd and impious;. for thence .it would inftautly be 
inferred, that when People by Death are ſummoned. 

EY hence 


. 
: 
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hence into: unknown Regions provided for them ; 
they ſhall quite be bereavd of thew Afemory, and 
carry neither applauſe nor remordency of Conſcience 
into the ſucceeding World ; but if they have done 
well, their BenefaCtions ſhall be forgottens and if 
they have done amiſs, the ſenſe of their Impieties 
thall be buried withthem ; and as for the never-dying 
Worm, ſo much talkt of by us, this one blow knocks 
out all his teeth, which are ſaid to corrode the guilty : 
If the premiſed Doftrine be true, this is a Natural 
conſequent of it; for it being granted, that the meer 
Tranſlation of Souls, ont of 4iery into Earthly Bodies, 
is enough to make them oblivious of all the Circum- 
ſtances of their Preexiſtext life : We have reaſon to 
conclude, that their -Returs back out of theſe, into 
them again, will have'the ſame influence and effects 
upon them ,-in reference to the paſlages of this pre- 
ſent State. Were this dedudQtion as true, as ſome con- 
ceive that Tradition to be, which is the foundation of 
itz it would give Piety and Goodneſs ſuch a mortal 
wound, that they would quickly bleed to Death : 
Then Virtue might meet with ſome ſtore of Flatterers, 
but very few Friends; for it would proclaim Religi- 
on but a. ſorry Scare-Crow, and an empty ſhadow 3 
and pronounce Men ridiculous Fools, that ſhould be 
affrighted with'it, or allured by it : Suppoſing there- 
fore that we Preexiſted, we muſt either Rearember 
ſomething in this preſent life, of what we knew and. 
ated, in that which-is paſtz or elſe we muſt ground 
upon it, that we ſhall perfeCtly forget, that ever we 
were in this World, at our departure out of itz and 
who thatis not a profeſt Arheiſt can. do it > Thus for 
ought I perceive, the 0bjeton: yet ſtands unſhaken, 
notwith: 
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notwithſtanding the foregoing Batteries made againſt 
x4 and is(o far from reeling into a ruinous-heap, that 
it holds. as firm as ever, and Triumphs in-its own im» 
pregnables. . 


: CRAFT 1M 
t. A Third Objeftion. 2, A Fourth Obje- 
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z. JN the Third place it may be ObjeQed againſt 

Preexiſtence, that it makes it poſſuble, nay neceſſe- 
ry, that many Souls ſhould enter into: one Body 1. For 
before the Soul deſcends 'Kus wor, and comes to be 
joyned with a Terreſtrial Vehicle, it ſuppoſeth both 
her Ns, that ;is the Sxprezxe and IntelſeFnal Powers,, 
and alſo her, ſenſitive Faculties; to be Sunk into a ve- 
ry low condition of Laſſttude and: Debility;, yea'to be 
even quite conſqpited and ſtupjfied :: So that now on-- 
ly her Plaſtickis exalted, and diſplays it ſelf ina ram- 
pant energie , which-puts her npon hunting ( as I 
way ſay ) after fitly prepared matter, into which to 
convey and incorporate her ſelf; and at laſt being 
toucht with inviſible reeks, and ſteems of Atozvs, thit 
Iſſue from- the rew-Conceptions of the Womb ; and 
being delightfully wooed by theſe Hiſterical Effluviaes,. 
ſhe ſtil]. moves nearer and nearer towards the ſource 
out of which they fly, and never reſts, till her Bridal. 
with the Bedy be Confummated, and ſhe be wholly 
abſorpt of that (limy Spirituous 44aſs, whence __—_ 
thoſe: 


ri0 
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thoſe gratefull and attrattive emiſſions. Bat'now this 
Plaſtich, Principle ;; which rules the Stupid and: Im- 
perceptive Souls, being blindand ſerſfleſs, what hinders 
but two, or three, or more of them, following the 
condutt of its heedleſs izepetzs, may be hurried down 
together, and jumbled intq the ſame lump of Spumrone 
Matter, and fo joyntly. exerciſmg their:efformative 
Power upon it, ſhape it into a Bipartite, or Tripertite 
Monſter, according to the number ef the Izmrates 2 
Nay,. the thing isnot only poſſible, butthus methinks 
it- mult SA ALD happen n motft-Generations: For 
the expirations of life in the Air, being far more nu- 
merous than the Bodily preparations upon Earth, all- 
molt every little Corner of it, will be fall of Dor- 
ant Spirits : And the Ambient Air being this throog- 
ed with them, : every Atmoſphere ariling trom the Prin- 
ciples of Generation, mult include a good Compiiny : 
And they all Lying within the compals of its aCtivity, 
why ſhould not the ſame influence that Charms down 
one, to Unite tothoſe:Rudiments of life, tempt the 
reſt to: do ſo too, (they in'every reſpect being as fit 
and eaſy: to be wrought upon) and fo all Co-enter 
into one Body? © Nor will the Spirit of Natwre, which 
is aid to have a great hand in Conducting Souls, to 
their Earthly Priſons, aftord any help at a!l, at this 
dead lift: For that is a ſubſtance without Sexſe' and 
Animadverſion too, and ſo more like to promote the 
Error wenow diſcourſe of, than any way to prevent 
it; though truly to ſpeak my own thoughts, I be- 
lieve there is no ſuch Creature in Being : And this 


- very Clauſe of her Definition, that fhe 3s a Subſtance 


without Senſe and Animadverſion , ſeems to prove'as 
much, it being little leſs in my apprehenſion, . than 
| 4 
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' a Contradiftion ;: as moch as to ſay, a material Spi- 
rite Fox there,[the wan of: Senfe aud Animadverſion, 
the-1mmediate-and:; 'mitpargble: property of 47atter, 
3s aſcribed to the'Sonh:oÞ the World 5! which argues 
plainly ſhe -is no Spirzt;, for 2 Spirit is oppolite ro 
Matter in Eſſence, and therefore mult be the like, iu 
all its Eſenrtial and immediate Aitrihutes; which the 
Spirit of Natwre is not, if the be rightly defined, as 
before was noted, to be devoid of Senſe and Animad- 
verſion, 

2, Laſtly, Preexiſtence will be excepted againſt, 
in that it ſuppoſeth the reſt of the Planets, to be Peopled 
with Mankind: For 1t the whole Cetns of Preex- 
iſtent Souls, did Originally Cohabit in thoſe tranquil- 
lous Regions, that are ſtretched out beyond the 
height of Satzrn; it cannnot be that their Apoſtacy 
ſhould tranſmit them all diredtly to this little Globe 
of Earth, and that, they {hquld milfs of the other 
Planets in the way, Whoſe bulks are Vaſter, and $:i- 
tuations nearer to the Happy place of their firſt  a- 
bode: And yet if they chanced to hight into any 
of them, what will be their Fortune there? Shall 
they ever be redeemed, and put in a Capacity of 
recovering their forfeited Blefledneſs, or not? To 
fay they ſhall not, would be to ſcandalize Provi- 
dence, and totax GOD who declares himſelf, to 
be no Ngamirlye, with a baſe Partiality, tn that he 
paid a price for our Ranſom, but grudges to do the 
like for them, who are every way as deferving as 
our ſelves. Redeemed therefore they muſt be 3 bue 
how 2 He cannot depofite the ſame wir for them , 
that he did for us; For CHRIST adyeth no more - 
Death hath no more Dominion over HIM; nor can 
another 
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outer Fogpetens Bo ng t. on ;z/ nor ea one of 
leſs value ſerve the turn :1 dun area will become 
of them I ' know: not'z only they will be very 
miſerable, or elſe 1 Concl e ( which 
is moſt likely ) that there #4 wo 
PRAEXISTENCE. 
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